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Wang Nleng takes China’s first gold in Turin 



Wang Meng (front) won the wom- 
en’s 500m short track speedskating 
Wednesday night, taking China’s 
first gold medal in the Turin Winter 
Olympic Games. 

The Olympic debutant led all the 
way to clock 44.345 seconds, win- 
ning the nation’s third winter Olym- 
pic gold after Yang Yang’s two in 
2002. 

(Full story on Page 4) 
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Pandas 

too pricey for 

US zoos 


Three zoos consider sending back 
pandas 


By Jackie Zhang 

Three US zoos - Zoo Atlanta, Memphis 
Zoo and San Diego Zoo - are planning to 
renegotiate with the Chinese government 
to reduce the cost of renting pandas. “If no 
agreement with China can be made, the 
zoos may have to return their star attrac- 
tions,” Dennis W. Kelly, chief executive of 
Zoo Atlanta, was quot- 
ed as saying in the New 
York Times this week. 

Susan Elliott, press 
officer at Zoo Atlanta, 
confirmed the story this 
Wednesday, saying 
“The zoos now are 
planning to renegotiate 
with China about re- 
ducing the rent.” 

‘We also read this in 
the newspapers,” said 
Liu Xiongying, of the 
State Forestry Admin- 
istration’s press office. “However, we have 
not received any formal request from the 
United States, and so we cannot comment 
on the matter yet.” 

The three zoos are all currently experi- 
encing financial difficulties. They have to 
pay one million dollars annually for rent- 
ing the pandas and another million for fi- 
nancing research and conservation projects 
in the United States and in China. If cubs 
are bom, the annual fee increases by an av- 
erage of US$ 600,000. 

The zoos have also hired specialist staff 
to care for the pandas and have to spend a 
great deal of money to cover the animals’ 
daily living expenses. 

Zoo Atlanta has a curator, three full-time 
keepers and one backup keeper to care for 
Lun Lun and Yang Yang, their two pandas. 
A crew of six travels around Georgia six 
days a week, harvesting bamboo from 400 
volunteers who grow it in their backyards. 
Each of the pandas requires an expensive 
diet including 84 pounds of bamboo a day. 

The pandas are certainly famous in the 
United States. “People will get up in the 


middle of the night to see the pandas,” said 
Don Lindburg, head of the giant panda pro- 
gram at San Diego Zoo. “I don’t think there 
is a comparable animal.” 

However, after the first year, the num- 
ber of people coming to see the pandas 
declined yet the expense of keeping them 
remained high. 

A staff member at 
the Wolong National 
Nature Reserve in 
Sichuan Province, Chi- 
na’s main panda breed- 
ing and conservation 
center, confirmed that 
all the pandas in foreign 
countries were rented. 

The contract be- 
tween the American 
zoos and the Chinese 
side is a ten year deal. 
The San Diego Zoo’s 
contract is the first to 
expire in 2008 and the last contract, with 
Memphis Zoo, will end in 2013. 

Mr. Kelley said that he hoped China 
would consider the request to reduce the 
fees as most other countries pay far less 
for their pandas. He said that Australia 
and Thailand paid about US$ 300,000 each 
year for their pandas. 

However, the National Zoo in Washing- 
ton, another American zoo that has rent- 
ed pandas from China, said that it would 
not join the three zoos in pursuing this is- 
sue. Their spokesperson, Peper Long, told 
the Oriental Morning Post that the state- 
ment from Zoo Atlanta did not represent 
their attitude. 

The birth of the cub Tai Shan has 
brought a flood of visitors to the National 
Zoo. “There is no doubt that Tai Shan has 
attracted crowds to the zoo. However, our 
zoo is a non-governmental organization; 
we do not charge for entry. We have been 
losing money in renting the two pandas,” 
said Long. 

Long said the zoo wanted to help protect 
pandas, a highly endangered species. 



Yang Yang (left) and Lun Lun of Zoo Atlanta 

Photo by Steve Schaefer 


Three Chinese engineers killed in Pakistan 


Chinese President Hu Jintao expressed 
deep concern for the safety of Chinese en- 
gineers working in Pakistan after gunmen 
killed three Chinese there on Wednesday. 

Informed about the murder Wednesday 
evening, Hu Jintao ordered China’s For- 
eign Ministry, embassy and consulates to 
require Pakistan to catch the murderers, 


ensure the safety of Chinese citizens there 
and properly handle the aftermath. 

Three Chinese engineers and their Pak- 
istani driver were killed on Wednesday 
when their car were attacked by gunmen 
on a road in the town of Hub, some 700 km 
southeast of Quetta. Three other Chinese 
also in the car survived without injury. 


The bodies of the three dead were 
brought to a hospital in the country’s south- 
ern city of Karachi early yesterday morn- 
ing. They will be flown back to China on a 
specially chartered plane in a few days, ac- 
cording to consulate officials. Eleven Chi- 
nese working in the Hub area also arrived 
in Karachi. (Xinhua) 


Spanish custom agents arrested for extorting Chinese travelers 


By Wang Xiaoyuan 

Spain’s embassy in China has confirmed 
that 19 Spanish custom officers at Malaga 
airport have been arrested for extorting 
money from non-European Union passen- 
gers, especially Chinese travelers. Five of 
them have been jailed and 14 granted con- 
ditional release. 

Passengers reported the extortion and 
bribes to the Civil Guard in Malaga last 
week. Police gathered plenty of evidence, 
including airport camera recordings, show- 
ing illegal charging was indeed taking 
place. Chinese travelers were targeted and 
charged up to 50 euros (about 480 yuan) 
to be allowed to pass customs, when excess 


food, tobacco, alcohol or other prohibited 
products were found in their luggage. 

Mr Gregorio Laso Mostoles, Press Coun- 
selor at the Spanish Embassy in Beijing, 
said that it was the first time that such a 
scandal had been uncovered in Spain. He 
also pointed out that Chinese passengers 
should have reported any unfair or illegal 
treatment to the local authorities to stop 
such corruption earlier. He emphasized the 
importance for both travelers and local of- 
ficials to follow the custom regulations, 
whether in Spain or China. 

According to members of the Chinese 
community in Spain, such extortion has 
become such an established ‘custom’ in it- 


self that they all warn their friends and 
relatives to prepare at least 50 euros when 
traveling through Malaga airport. 

The Civil Guard investigation is still ongo- 
ing. The arrested officers admitted in state- 
ments that some of them had threatened 
passengers with refusal of entry if they did 
not pay the bribe. They claimed that taking 
small bribes was common practice for many 
customs officers. An official from the Civil 
Guard said that further arrests are expected 
as the investigation continues. 

Major Mardim Sandijo, spokesperson 
for the Civil Guard Headquarters in Ma- 
drid, expressed his regret that such cor- 
ruption existed at the gateway to Spain. 


Cancer concerns at DuPont factory 


By Chu Meng 

A new report yesterday morn- 
ing from the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) said that 
the chemicals used to make Teflon 
might cause cancer. 

Teflon is a household name in 
non-stick cookware and stain re- 
sistant carpet. DuPont’s Fayette- 
ville Works is the only plant that 
the company uses to produce Tef- 
lon cookware. The chemical linked 
to the cancer risk is ammonia 
perfluorooctonoate (PFOA) and is 
essential in the manufacture of 
non-stick pans. PFOA is believed 
to completely disperse into the 
environment during production, 
and should not remain in any fi- 
nal product. 

“Many people have assumed 
that PFOA is found in our Teflon 
non-stick cookware. PFOA might 
be linked to cancer. But this is 
actually its presence in the envi- 
ronment such as the air, water or 
plant life around the factory. You 
can see clearly from the EPA’s re- 


port that it is a chemical emitted 
into the environment, and is not 
found in our final products. Also, 
DuPont has no factory in China,” 
Zhang Yunfang, a PR officer for 
DuPont China, said yesterday. 

American scientists discovered 
traces of the chemical near the plant 
in soil and water. The EPA first has 
said PFOA may cause cancer since 
2003, and people living near the 
DuPont plant are worried. 

Yesterday morning, the EPA’s 
Scientific Consultant Commission 
released the results of a more 
thorough investigation into con- 
tamination near Fayetteville’s Du- 
Pont plant. Scientists from the 
commission said that the chemi- 
cal PFOA is very likely to cause 
cancer. EPA is compiling a report 
on how dangerous PFOA is and 
its possible links to cancer, but 
there is as yet no word on when 
this will be released. 
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Building efficiency to save energy 

Pilot projects to green construction industry 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

Pilot projects for energy efficient buildings that 
could help reduce energy use by up to 65 percent will 
be launched in four municipalities including Beijing 
and cities in the cold north of China, the Ministry of 
Construction announced yesterday 

In addition, 50 centers for the industrial produc- 
tion of new walling materials and energy efficient 
building products will be developed. 

Over the next five years, 40 demonstration projects 
on low-level and extra-low-level energy consuming 
buildings and ‘green’ buildings will be undertaken. 
Construction 

China is urbanizing and industrializing rapidly. 
Approximately two billion square meters of new build- 
ings go up every year, accounting for almost half of the 
annual global construction, Qiu Baoxing, vice minis- 
ter of the Ministry of Construction, said yesterday. 


Newly constructed buildings and the existing 40 
billion square meter floor area of buildings influence 
not only the sustainable development of China, but 
also the world economy and global climate, Qiu said. 

Energy saving 

The Ministry has carried out a nationwide inspec- 
tion at building energy saving, covering all local work 
on building energy efficiency since 2003. The number 
of inspected building projects totaled 280. Of these, 30 
projects were issued with legal notices for violating 
compulsory design standards for energy efficiency. 

Meanwhile, administrative departments responsi- 
ble for construction have been requested to further 
penalize those undertaking the substandard projects. 

The inspection revealed that northern regions are 
doing better than the south. The design of 90 percent 
of the new residential buildings in big cities in the cold 
north has complied with energy-saving standards. 


However, a problem remains that often during 
actual construction only parts of the buildings are 
built in accordance with these designs. 

Supervision 

“The supervision system will be further improved, 
with the emphasis on the enforcement of mandatory 
standards for building energy efficiency throughout 
the construction process,” Qiu said. 

In order to further promote the development of 
green architecture, the Second International Confer- 
ence on Technologies for Intelligent and Green Build- 
ing and the Second International Expo on New Tech 
and Products for Intelligent and Green Buildings are 
to be held in Beijing from March 28 to 30. 

Several construction administration and other 
related organizations from the UK, US, Canada, 
France, India, Singapore and elsewhere are co-host- 
ing this meeting. 



Speeders beware! 


Forty electronic speed scanners have been installed throughout Beijing, in both downtown areas and 
suburbs, to monitor car speed. The police set up roadsigns this week along main roads, warning 
drivers about the new cameras. Xinhua Photo 


Sites closed in Internet piracy crackdown 


Beijing river water below national standards 


China issues HIV control guidelines 


“We will have better cooperation 
and exchanges with international 
organizations so as to enhance our 
capability to better fight Internet 
piracy,” Yan said. He added that the 
NCA was considering signing two 
new international treaties to help 
fight digital piracy. 

Latest figures show there are now 
more than 110 million Internet users 
and 690,000 websites in China. 

As of the end of October 2005, 
the NCA had received 1,042 tip-offs 
concerning infringements and piracy 
of literary works, music, films, soft- 
ware, games and other copyrighted 
works, according to Yan. 

Yan said that China is preparing 
a new law on the issue within the 
year. 


Shi Hanmin, director of the Beijing 
Municipal Environmental Protection 
Bureau, said that more measures will 
be introduced this year to improve 
water quality. 

These will include drafting a plan 
for the prevention and control of water 
pollution, regular publication of the 
results of water monitoring, and speed- 
ing up the construction of water treat- 
ment facilities. 


China’s aviation 
sector set to 
double 

By Qiu Jiaoning 

The total volume of China’s air traffic, 
including passengers, air cargo and mail, will 
double its 2005 level by the end of 2010, accord- 
ing to the General Administration of Civil Avi- 
ation of China (CAAC) recent briefing on the 
11th Five Year Plan. 

China has the fastest-growing market for 
aircraft in the world, and some 100 planes and 
1,000 pilots are expected to be added to civil 
aviation fleets here in each of the coming five 
years, said Gao Hongfeng, deputy director of 
the CAAC. However, major challenges remain 
in maintaining the quality of aircrew and train- 
ing good and experienced pilots, said Gao. 

China will continue to encourage foreign 
and private investment in the country’s air- 
lines, said Gao, but he emphasized that 
the first priority is safety. Three private 
airlines - Okay, Spring and Eagle - have 
been approved to start operations, and a fur- 
ther seven are seeking approval. Regulations 
restrict foreign investment to no more than 
a 49 percent ownership of any Chinese car- 
rier, with individual overseas investors lim- 
ited to a 25 percent stake. 

The number of airline passengers reached 
138 million last year, up 105 percent from 
2000. The amount of cargo and airmail rose 
14 percent, to 3.04 million tons, an increase of 
89 percent from 2000. By the end of 2005, the 
industry had a fleet of 863 transport aircraft, 
an increase of 336 on the figure from 2000. 

Between 2000 and 2005, total fixed asset 
investment across the sector amounted to 94.7 
billion yuan. 

“There are great challenges in balancing 
the different needs of airlines, airports and air 
traffic control,” Gao said. 

The country’s seven state-owned airlines 
earned a combined total profit of 10 billion 
yuan during the period of the 10th Five Year 
Plan, Gao said. 

Gao added that profits in the aviation sector 
are relatively low because the capital costs 
involved are very large. 

Although China is gradually allowing air- 
lines to set their own prices within official 
guidelines, margins could be further enhanced 
by continued liberalization. 

“We are going to further loosen the control 
on ticket prices and make more efforts to fur- 
ther liberalize the markets over the next five 
years,” Gao said. 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

Seventy-six websites were closed 
down in a four-month crackdown 
on online copyright infringements 
and piracy between September and 
December 2005, the National Copy- 
right Administration of China (NCA) 
said on Wednesday. 

With the cooperation of local police 
and telecommunication authorities, 
local copyright offices have inves- 
tigated and dealt with 172 cases 
concerning online copyright infringe- 
ments, 28 of which involved serious 
violations, said Yan Xiaohong, deputy 
commissioner of NCA. International 
rights holders or organizations 
reported half of the 28 cases. 

During this first major gov- 
ernment campaign against online 


By Han Manman 

Water quality in 70 percent of rivers 
in Beijing was below national stan- 
dards last year, the Beijing Environ- 
mental Protection Bureau said. 

According to the bureau, Beijing 
has more than 100 rivers and 84 reser- 
voirs. 

A survey of these found that the 
Miyun Reservoir and other sources of 
drinking water had acceptable water 


By Han Manman 

The government Sunday made 
public new regulations to prevent and 
control the spread of HIV virus and to 
protect the rights of people with HIV/ 
AIDS, as part of a long term strategy 
to eventually win the fight against the 
deadly disease. 

The Regulation on HIV/AIDS Pre- 
vention and Control, issued by the 
State Council on January 18, will take 
effect from March 1. 

Prevention 

All public places designated by pro- 
vincial or municipal governments will 
now be legally obliged to make con- 
doms available or face penalties. 

People with HIV are now respon- 
sible for telling their spouses, sexual 


piracy, the NCA meted out fines 
totaling 798,000 yuan to the opera- 
tors of 29 web sites and transferred 
18 of the cases to the courts for crim- 
inal prosecution. 

In one case, the Motion Picture 
Association of America (MPAA) com- 
plained to the NCA that Beijing On- 
line Jiuzhou Information Technology 
Service was providing online stream- 
ing and downloads of movies with- 
out permission and for profit. After 
investigation, the Beijing-based com- 
pany was ordered to stop this piracy 
and was fined 90,000 yuan. 

Both the International Federation 
of the Phonographic Industry and the 
MPAA had expressed their hope for 
enhanced cooperation to crack down 
on Internet infringement and piracy. 


quality, but that quality was poor in 
most of the rivers in outlying districts. 

Of the 78 rivers that the bureau 
monitored, 56 rivers are below stan- 
dard. 

More worryingly, 47 of the rivers 
were given a final evaluation of 
“severely poor quality level,” and a 
third of the 19 lakes in downtown 
Beijing were evaluated as having ‘ter- 
rible’ water quality, the bureau said. 


partners and doctors about their 
positive status. Anyone intentionally 
infecting others will be punished 

Governments above the county level 
must take a leading role in the pre- 
vention and control of HIV/AIDS. This 
includes setting up coordinating mech- 
anisms, and specifying the responsi- 
bilities of and supervising to relevant 
departments. 

People living with HIV/AIDS and 
AIDS patients have new obligations, 
including informing their sexual part- 
ners and doctors, and they must take 
measures to prevent passing on the 
virus to others. 

Protection 

The new regulation protects the 
rights and privacy of people with HIV/ 


AIDS. No employer or individual can 
discriminate against people with HIV/ 
AIDS or their relatives. Rights to mar- 
riage, employment, medical care and 
education are now protected by law. 

The new protections mean that no 
organization or individual can disclose 
the names, addresses, or work places 
of people with HIV/AIDS, or their rel- 
atives, without express permission. 

The government will also lower or 
waive school fees for AIDS orphans 
of poor families and HIV positive 
minors. 

Hospitals and other medical agen- 
cies cannot refuse treatment for or seek 
to transfer out HIV/AIDS patients. 

Treatment 

Governments above county-level 


Brief News 


Labor surplus 

China will see a large sur- 
plus, estimated to be some 
14 million people, in its labor 
supply this year, according to a 
recent forecast from the State 
Development and Reform Com- 
mission. 

New jobs for laid-off work- 
ers 

Some 5.1 million laid-off 
workers found new employment 
in 2005. Of these, 1.1 million 
were in the 40 to 50 age group. 
The figures came from the State 
Development and Reform Com- 
mission. 

Disaster death-toll 

Close to 12,000 people in 
China lost their lives in various 
natural disasters over the past 
five years, said Li Liguo, deputy 
minister of civil affairs. 

Police suspensions 

10,034 policemen have been 
suspended from duties for 
breaches of discipline over the 
past nine years, the Ministry of 
Public Security said. 

Rural workers choose con- 
struction 

An investigation by the Min- 
istry of Labor and Social Secu- 
rity found that nearly one-fifth 
of rural migrants choose to work 
in the construction industry. 
Food poisoning 

There were 54 serious food 
poisoning cases reported during 
the fourth quarter of last year. 
These led to 1,897 people becom- 
ing sick and the deaths of 39, 
the Health Ministry said. 

Rail transport 

China’s railways carried 
1.154 billion passengers in 2005, 
up 3.3 percent year-on-year and 
hitting a decade high, according 
to the Ministry of Railways. 
Power from Three Gorges 
plant 

China Yangtze River Three 
Gorges Project Development 
Corporation said Friday its 
power plant had generated 100 
billion kwh of electricity as of 
February 10 of this year. 
China’s airlines buy Amer- 
ican 

Of the 863 civil aircraft in 
operation in China in Novem- 
ber 2005, 534 were supplied 
by US aviation giant Boeing, 
said Li Jiaxiang, president of 
China National Aviation Hold- 
ing Company. 

Mobile phone exports 
surge 

China exported a total of 228 
million mobile phone units in 
2005, up 56 percent from the 
previous year, the Ministry of 
Commerce said. 

Energy sector imports 
technology 

China’s energy industry, a 
sector that includes power pro- 
duction and supply, coal mining, 
petroleum and natural gas 
supply, imported 1,700 items 
of technology with a combined 
contract value of US$9.34 bil- 
lion in the 2001-2005, according 
to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Refining posts losses 

China’s oil refineries regis- 
tered a loss of about 30 billion 
yuan (US$3.7 billion) in 2005, 
according to the State Develop- 
ment and Reform Commission. 
Overseas trade growth 

China’s foreign trade volume 
totaled US$120.49 billion in 
January, up 26.8 percent year- 
on-year, the General Adminis- 
tration of Customs said. 

(By Feng Nianhua) 


must provide free anti-HIV/AIDS 
drugs for rural patients and under- 
privileged urban patients, and offer 
free treatment and consultations on 
prevention of mother-baby infection to 
mothers-to-be. 

Scale of problem 

On January 25, China announced 
it has 75,000 AIDS cases, the latest 
figure jointly calculated by the Minis- 
try of Health, UNAIDS and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). Another 
650,000 people are HIV positive. The 
joint report warns that up to 10 mil- 
lion people in China could be infected 
by 2010. 

AIDS now ranks as the third most 
deadly disease in China after tubercu- 
losis and rabies. 
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China opens A-shares to 
foreign investors 


Weekly Review -world 


Fed chief hints 
at further rate rises 

Ben Bernanke, Federal Re- 
serve chairman, said on Wednes- 
day that interest rates might 
have to rise to prevent the US 
economy overheating but infla- 
tion remains moderate. 

Mr. Bernanke, giving evi- 
dence before Congress for the 
first time since taking over from 
Alan Greenspan, made an as- 
sured debut. 

He told the House financial ser- 
vices committee: “The risk exists 
that, with aggregate demand ex- 
hibiting considerable momentum, 
output could overshoot its sus- 
tainable path, leading ultimately 
- in the absence of countervailing 
monetary policy action - to further 
upward pressure on inflation.” 

“In these circumstances, the 
FOMC judged that some further 
firming of monetary policy may 
be necessary, an assessment with 

which I concur.” - FT 

Nokia says starts 
shipping 3G phone 
to DoCoMo 

Top global handset maker 
Nokia has started shipping a 3G 
phone to Japanese mobile opera- 
tor NTT DoCoMo Inc., the Finn- 
ish group said in a statement on 
yesterday. 

The phone, to be marketed as 
the FOMA NM850iG, is expected 
to be commercially available in Ja- 
pan from February 24, Nokia said. 

DoCoMo said in May 2005 it 
aimed to launch a high-speed third- 
generation phone made by Nokia 
in the second half of that year. 

- Reuters 

Microsoft eyes 
multiple versions of 
new Office 2007 

Microsoft Corp. unveiled on 
Wednesday multiple versions of 
its upcoming Office business soft- 
ware suite with features that aim 
to simplify worker collaboration 
and improve efficiency. 

The 2007 Microsoft Office, pre- 
viously code-named Microsoft Of- 
fice 12, is the successor to its 
Office business application fran- 
chise, which packages together 
word processing, spreadsheet, pre- 
sentation and other programs. 

The upgrade to Office and a 
separate upgrade to the Win- 
dows operating system planned 
for later this year are crucial for 
Microsoft since those two busi- 
nesses account for more than half 
of the company’s total revenue. 

In the second half of 2006 
Microsoft is scheduled to launch 
an upgraded version of Office 
with redesigned user interface 
which aims to simplify the task of 
finding features already available 
within its family of programs, 
such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Access and Outlook. 

Microsoft last launched an Of- 
fice upgrade in September 2003. 

- Reuters 

Merrill, BlackRock 
hint at further deals 

Merrill Lynch and BlackRock, 
which on Wednesday unveiled an 
US$19 billion merger of their in- 
vestment management business- 
es, signaled that further deals 
were possible as consolidation in 
the sector gathered pace. 

Larry Fink, who will stay on 
as chief executive of BlackRock, 
said it was important that the 
combined business retained a sep- 
arate stock market listing to pro- 
vide “acquisition currency” ahead 
of “large-scale consolidation” in 
the asset management industry. 

Stan O’Neal, chief executive of 
Merrill, which is swapping its in- 
vestment management business 
for a 49.8 percent stake in the 
highly rated BlackRock, said it 
had the right to top up its hold- 
ing if the company issued shares 
for acquisitions. “We are not look- 
ing to diminish our exposure to 
this attractive business.” 

Both companies’ shares rose 
in spite of the poor record of 
many asset management merg- 
ers. Blackrock gained another 
4 percent to US$151.25 billion, 
valuing it US$9.68 billion. 

-FT 

(Edited by Grace Wei / Victor Bai) 


By Chu Meng 

G etting into China’s A-share mar- 
ket will be made easier for for- 
eign companies thanks to the 
publication of regulations and practical 
procedures listed on the China Securi- 
ties Depository Trust and Clearing Co. 
website. 

The company said it was ready to ac- 
cept applications from foreign strategic in- 
vestors to open RMB A-share accounts. 
The regulations are the latest in a series of 
moves by China to widen access for its A- 


By Fu Ruijuan 

Just as their digital camera problems 
were fading from public consciousness, 
Sony China faces new quality questions, 
this time concerning their TVs. 

Five TV models, including two LCD 
projections TV models and three LCD TV 
models, within a certain serial number 
range, have been found to have a soft- 
ware timing error. When the TV sets have 
been used for over 1,200 hours, problems 
with powering-off might emerge. 

The four largest home appliance re- 
tailers in China, including Gome and 
Dazhong, have removed the problem TV 
sets from their shelves. 


By Chu Meng 

McDonald’s acknowledged this Monday 
that wheat and dairy ingredients are in- 
deed used to flavor their french fries. The 
company had previously denied the claims. 

Chinese food authorities said Wednes- 
day that China has no such standards 
to detect or regulate the use of these 
elements. “We can not deny that the 
presence of those substances, such as 
peanuts, milk, eggs and wheat, can cause 
allergic or other medical reactions in 
food-sensitive consumers,” said He Qi- 
urong, spokeswoman from the State Food 


share stock market, not only to Qualified 
Foreign Institutional Investors, but also to 
Foreign Strategic Investors. 

From now on these investors can op- 
erate substantial transactions on the 
Chinese mainland’s Shanghai Stock Ex- 
change and Shenzhen Stock Exchange, 
paving the way for them to directly buy 
shares in Chinese-listed firms for the 
first time. 

“The signs are there that regulators 
have quietly quickened the pace of stock 
reforms, taking advantage of the recent 


Kang Jian, a PR representative of 
Sony China, said there are still TV sets 
of these five models on the shelves and 
only the problem ones have been re- 
called. Sony will update the software on 
the faulty models and send them to re- 
tailers when the updating work is com- 
pleted, according to Kang. 

The problem TVs include: LCD Pro- 
jection TV Model KF-E42A10 with se- 
rial numbers ranging from 5000001 to 
5005139; LCD Projection TV Model KF- 
E50A10 from 5000001 to 5007705; LCD 
TV Model KLV-V26A10 from 5000001 to 
5000430; LCD TV Model KLV-V 32A10 
from 5000001 to 5001202; LCD TV 


and Drug Administration, Food Safety 
Supervision Department. 

She also said, “However, we have 
no specific requirements asking Chinese 
food producers, be they packet food man- 
ufacturers, non-packet food manufactur- 
ers, or restaurants, to detect and label 
their use of wheat and dairy products.” 

Before Wednesday, McDonald’s China 
had refused to say whether or not they 
would list these ingredients in Chinese 
characters on their packaging or they 
would warn the world’s biggest consumer 
group that such elements could cause po- 


market rally,” said Guotai Jun’an Securi- 
ties senior analyst Xu Yinhui. 

Foreign investors had been waiting 
for details after several government de- 
partments jointly issued the rules al- 
lowing them to take strategic stakes in 
publicly listed firms from the start of this 
year. According to the rules, foreign stra- 
tegic investors’ initial acquisition can- 
not be less than 10 percent of the listed 
firms’ total share volume. And they can- 
not transfer acquired A-shares within 
the first three years. 


Model KLV-V40A10 from 5000001 to 
5003447. 

“Up till now, Sony China hasn’t re- 
ceived any complaints from our consum- 
ers. Before consumers discovered any 
problems, Sony had identified the flaw 
and informed consumers to register for 
the free updating service,” said Kang. 

There have been around 17,000 prob- 
lem TV sets sold on the Chinese main- 
land. Sony is offering a free software 
update service to all problem TV con- 
sumers till August 31, and the service 
would take about half an hour, accord- 
ing to Sony’s announcement in Sony 
China’s website. 


tential allergic reactions in certain food- 
sensitive consumers. 

McDonald’s had said until recently 
that its fries were free of gluten, milk, or 
wheat allergens and are safe to eat for 
those with dietary issues related to the 
consumption of dairy items. But the fast- 
food company quietly added ‘Contains 
wheat and milk ingredients’ this month 
to the french fries listing on its website. 

The acknowledgment has stirred an- 
ger and some concern among consumers 
on gluten-free diets since it was posted 
on McDonald’s website. 



Zhang Jiaren, deputy president and CFO 
of Sinopec Photo by IC 


Sinopec to buy back four 
listed subsidiaries 

China Petroleum & Chemical 
Corp. (Sinopec), China’s largest oil re- 
finery, announced on Wednesday that 
it would buy back its four listed sub- 
sidiaries with a cash offer of 14.3 bil- 
lion yuan (US$1.78 billion). 

The four are: Sinopec Qilu Pet- 
rochemical Co., Sinopec Yangzi Pet- 
rochemical Co., Sinopec Zhongyuan 
Petroleum Co., and Sinopec Shengli 
Oil Field Dynamic Group Co. 

Sinopec said it is offering share- 
holders of Qilu, Yangzi, Zhongyuan 
and Shengli 10.18 yuan, 13.95 yuan, 
12.12 yuan and 10.30 yuan per share 
(respectively) higher than the com- 
panies’ closing prices when they were 
de-listed from the domestic A-share 
market one week ago. 

A board meeting earlier on 
Wednesday approved the deal, Sino- 
pec said. (Xinhua) 

Citigroup gets nod to 
raise stake 
in Pudong Bank 

By Grace Wei 

Citigroup Inc, the world’s second 
biggest bank by assets, has won ap- 
proval to increase its stake in Shang- 
hai Pudong Development Bank Co. 
to the maximum allowed, as it seeks 
to capture a bigger share of China’s 
US$4.7 trillion banking sector. 

Shareholders of the Chinese lend- 
er, who meet in Shanghai Wednesday, 
also agreed to free Citigroup from an 
exclusivity clause that prevents the 
New York-based lender from invest- 
ing in a second Chinese bank. 

The US company, which will have a 
19.99 percent stake in Pudong Bank, 
originally bought 4.6 percent of the 
lender in 2003. Pudong Bank will sell 
the new shares to the Citigroup at a 
price to be determined by the market, 
after it has converted its non-tradable 
stock into common shares. 

Pudong Bank will also sell 700 
million new shares to the public be- 
fore Citigroup raised its stake, ac- 
cording to sources. 

New Passat sells 
10,000 in one month 

By Fu Ruijuan 

Shanghai Volkswagen has sold 
over 16,000 units of its new Passat 
model, Lingyu, since the sedan’s first 
appearance on the market last No- 
vember. Over 10,000 units had been 
sold in December. 

The Passat Lingyu has been sell- 
ing well ever since it first appeared 
on the market. In Beijing, the first 
Lingyu sedans on the market have 
been sold out. 

In particular, the Passat Lingyu 
1.8T AT model and 2.8 V6 model have 
been in a great demand. Consumers 
have to place an order to buy the cars. 

The market demand is much high- 
er than the real sales volume of 16,000 
units, and there are still thousands of 
orders placed at the distributors, ac- 
cording to representative of SVW. 

Hutchison Pulls 
3 Italia IPO 

By Grace Wei 

The already much-delayed IPO of 
3 Italia, the Italian 3G mobile oper- 
ation of Hutchison Whampoa Ltd., 
has finally been pulled after the 
Hong Kong-based conglomerate ad- 
mitted it could not convince inves- 
tors of the value of the stake it was 
seeking to offload. 

Last week, Hutchison Whampoa 
revealed that it was delaying the Mi- 
lan Stock Exchange IPO yet again, 
until later this year. It had been hop- 
ing to sell a 20 percent to 25 percent 
stake, which would have raised ap- 
proximately 2.5 billion euros. 

After the poor reception from in- 
vestors, Hutchison Whampoa finally 
admitted defeat at the weekend and 
pulled the listing. The move effective- 
ly ends any hopes of similar listings 
from Hutchisons other 3G mobile op- 
erations. 3 UK had been expected to 
go to market sometime this year. 

Now Hutchison is looking to sell 
10 percent of 3 Italia in a private 
placement; this deal values the oper- 
ation at a much more reasonable 9 
billion euros. 


OutlOOk 

Bush lays part uf blame far 
US trade deficit at China 

China’s ‘tightly managed pegged exchange rate’ and ‘foreign 
exchange market intervention to limit currency appreciation’ 
are partly to blame for the US’s record trade deficit, the Bush 
administration says in a flagship economic report. 

The 2006 Economic Report of the President said China’s for- 
eign exchange reserves had continued to rise, in spite of the 
announcement of a new currency regime in July. The adminis- 
tration used blunt language to describe China’s exchange rate 
management, which it said was contributing to imbalances in 
China and in the global economy. 

China’s foreign exchange reserves could top US$1,000 billion 
this year, the report said. The US current account deficit, the 
broadest measure of trade, stood at a record US$726 billion in 
2005, which accounts for 5.8 percent of gross domestic product. 

- FT 

Analyst’s Take: 

Well, I was angry when I heard Bush’s speech. The speech has 
hinted the US will he forced to brand China a currency ‘ manipu- 
lator ’ in its biannual report on international trade and foreign 
exchange unless the country demonstrates that its new currency 
system will lead to real appreciation over time. However, anyone 
who has paid any attention to China’s new currency policy and its 
policy of implementation, anyone familiar with economics or Chi- 


na’s currency performance on the international stage would never 
come to that conclusion. 

China revalued the yuan by 2.1 percent in July, scrapping the 
currency’s decade-old peg against the dollar and set it free to float 
within tightly managed bands. 

China will continue to push forward reforms according to the 
development of the situation and when it is most favorable to the 
international economy and China’s economy. We are letting and 
will let it float more and more freely, depending upon more and 
more scientific policies. 

China was in fact already letting market forces drive the yuan. 
The currency rose 0.14 percent last week, the biggest gain in any 
week since it was unshackled from the dollar. I think this is the 
result of market operations and what we want is to let the market 
mechanisms, based on supply and demand, play a role. We never 
intended to quicken the pace of the yuan’s climb. 

From the other aspect, how can America call themselves vic- 
tims and call for global action to reduce imbalances of trade and 
capital flows, including the need to raise US national savings. In 
fact, America has gained a lot from Sino-US trade. 

The core reason was not because China tightly managed the 
pegged exchange rate. Instead, It was because America’s direct 
trade investment in China has showed a large surplus. And ma- 
jor international manufacturers have done well since they shifted 
their investment from America to China in bulk. Through Sino- 
US trade, America has gained enormous benefits, not only so- 
called imbalanced trade deficit. 

- Zhao Xijun, vice dean of the School of Finance ofRen- 
min University (Chu Meng) 


Sony faces more questions 



First joint-stock commercial bank 
opens for business early 


China Bohai Bank, the first state-level joint-stock 
commercial bank in China, opened for business on 
yesterday in Tianjin, the leading port city in north China. 
Hong Kong -based Standard Chartered holds 19.99 percent 
of the stake, which makes it the second largest overseas 
shareholder. Photo by CFP 


Allergy fears over McDonald’s ingredients 
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Members of the Chinese team parade during the opening 
ceremony of the 2006 Winter Olympic Games at the Stadio 
Comunale in Turin, Italy, on February 10. Photo by CFP 

By Li Ying 

Short track speed skating 

China’s gold drought in the Turin Winter Olym- 
pic Games was ended by Wang Meng, who won 
the women’s 500-meter short track speed skating 
Wednesday night. The Olympic debutante led all 
the way to clock 44.345 seconds, winning the 
nation’s third winter Olympic gold after Yang 
Yang’s two in 2002 (also for short track speed skat- 
ing). The 20-year-old Wang has now won four World 
Cup races over 500-meter, and proved herself as 
the most consistent short tracker in the world. 

Like China’s Athens Olympic champion Liu 
Xiang, Wang jumped to the podium and waved 
excitedly to the cheering crowd. 

“Till I jumped onto the podium did I know my 
name had not yet been announced,” Wang said, 
laughing. “I was just so excited and anxious to get 
onto the podium.” 

Her victory helped ease China’s disappointment 
at losing an expected gold in the women’s 500-meter 
long-track speed skating when World Cup leader 
Wang Manli came second to Russia’s Svetlana Zhu- 
rova on Tuesday. 

Wang Manli, a four-time Olympian deeply 
regretted the loss. “I’ll miss the chance to win a 
gold medal. Now, I have the mixed feelings. Every- 
body has pressure but I didn’t turn the pressure 
to motivation. She (Zhurova) is mentally stronger 
than me,” she said, in tears. 

Wang’s fellow Chinese Ren Hui took to the 
third place in 76.87 seconds. The 23-year-old was 
on her maiden Olympic journey and was excited 
about the bronze medal. 

“I never expected this. I gave my all in the 
second race and I made it to the podium” 

Besides the women’s team, Chinese speed skater 
Li Jiajun delighted Chinese crowds with a stun- 
ning upset on Sunday, winning a bronze medal in 
the men’s 1,500-meter race, China’s first medal in 
this Olympics. 

The 31-year-old veteran skater, in his fourth 
and last Olympics, said he didn’t even expect to 
make the final. He admits he was short of strength 
after racing too hard in the first two heats. But he 
assures all of China that he will have no problem 
with the 500-meter and 1,000-meter races sched- 
uled for this Saturday and next Wednesday. 
Figure skating 

Zhang Dan and Zhang Hao hugged, although 
they rarely did so on the ice. This time, they hugged 
not for the silver medal, but for the bitter-sweet expe- 
rience they shared in the Turin Olympic Games. 

Chinese figure skating pair The Zhangs’, had 
aimed at a gold, but failed in the first and the most 
difficult move - the throw quadruple salchow’ - in 
the free skating on Monday. 

Zhang Dan fell on the ice and hurt her knee. The 
program was interrupted for two minutes, but they 
decided to continue. Finally, they took the silver 
ahead of teammates Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo. 

“I felt my mind went blank when she fell on the 
ice, but we did not want to give up,” Zhang Hao said. 

However, some opponents say that two Zhangs 
earned the medal because the judges felt sorry for 
them. An official from the International Skating 
Union (ISU) said: “The two Zhangs halted their 


China stalks gold in Turin 



China’s team competes during the Ladies’ Team Pursuit speed skating quaterfinals at the 2006 Winter Olympics February 15 in the Lingotto Oval, Turin. 


Photo hy IC 



Chinese pair Zhang Dan and Zhang Hao perform in the 
Pairs Short Program during the Figure skating competi- 
tion at the 2006 Winter Olympics, February 11 at Palavela 
ice rink in Turin. Photo hy IC 


skating for more than one minute. According to 
the regulations, skaters can go on if the halt time 
doesn’t go beyond two minutes.” 

They teamed up at the end of 1997 when Zhang 
Dan was 12 and Zhang Hao was 13. The young 
duo won the title at the World Junior Grand Prix 
Beijing leg in 1998. They made an unimpressive 
debut at the Salt Lake City Games where they fin- 
ished 11th among 20 skaters. 

Zhang Dan is slim and delicate. Zhang Hao is 
tall and muscular. Fans make fun of their differ- 
ences and call them ‘Beauty and Beast’. 

“It is unfair to call him ‘beast’. He is kind and 
handsome. He takes good care of me,” said Zhang 
Dan. “Once I was sick, he took me to hospital and fed 
me medicine. He looks after me just like my mom.” 
The bronze medal was taken by another Chinese 
figure skating pair Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo, 
who overcame his Achilles tendon injury to snatch 
the medal. 

“We did our best,” said the 32-year-old Zhao after 
the competition. “I haven’t thought about retirement. 
Now, what I want to do is to give my poor tendon a 
break. The injury hasn’t fully recovered. “ 

At the 2002 Winter Games, the pair tried the 
throw quadruple salchows, but Shen failed to land 
properly, a mistake that left them in third place. 
Gold hopes: Speed skating, free style 
aerials and biathlon 

China fields a delegation of 151 members, of 
which 76 are athletes who will enter nine of the 17 
sports at the February 10 to 26 event in Turin. 

After missing the chance to defend her title, 
Yang Yang, who was awarded the first-ever 
Winter Olympic gold medal for China in 2002, 
will likely compete in the women’s 1,000-meter 


and 1,500-meter, where gold hopes are pinned. 
The relay may also prove fruitful, as it features 
Yang, Wang Meng and Fu Tianyu. 

In the men’s team, 22-year old Yu Fengtong, 
the world short track speed skating champion 
(2004-2005), is seeking his first gold medal in 
500-meter speed skating. 

China is aiming for a Winter Olympic gold 
medal in snow sports for the first time. “We hope 
to achieve better results in snow events, especially 
in free style skiing aerials and biathlon,” said Xiao 
Tian, Deputy Chef-de-Mission of the Chinese del- 
egation for the Turin Winter Olympics. 

Women’s freestyle aerials, led by the aerials 
world champion Li Nina and the 1998 winter 
Olympic silver medalist Xu Nannan, the women’s 
team undoubtedly shoulders the responsibility of 
the medal task from February 19 to 22. 

Since both of the other two young skiers 
Guo Xinxin and Zhang Xin have stepped on the 
podium at the World Cup series, the team is 
ready to make history. 

Besides the freestyle aerials event, China also 
hopes for better results in the biathlon. 

With Chinese athletes reaching the top three 
positions at last season’s world cup series and 2005 
Biathlon World Championships, China is now more 
confident in this event. 

Pan Lei, who claimed silver at last year’s 
Universiade, and Sun Zhifeng, 14, the youngest 
athlete in the Chinese team, will make their Olym- 
pic debuts in Turin. 

Wang Yitao, secretary general of the Chinese 
team, said China is still weak in some snow events 
like snowboarding, ski jumping, Alpine skiing and 
cross country skiing. 


Miserable peacocks finally find new home 


Local residents adopt peacocks 


By Annie Wei 

Since last month, over 160 peacocks in the pea- 
cock garden have become the concern of Beijing 
people after knowing that they were left without 
any care or food. Even worse, the owner tried to 
sell peacock meat to make up for his loss. 

“I have been reading what happened to the pea- 
cocks, and I think it a good thing to adopt some,” 
said one buyer surnamed Zhang Tuesday. 

Each peacock was 600 yuan. Buyers could go 
into the peacock garden to pick one they liked. 
Meanwhile, three workers from Haidian animal 
epidemic prevention administration bureaus 
were responsible for registering the peacocks 
and signing papers to prove the peacocks in good 
condition. 

A tourism garden in Shunyi District Monday 
bought 65 peacocks at 500 yuan each. But the guy, 
with surname Lu refused to give address of his 
tourism garden, just said it was under the con- 
struction. 

The peacock garden in the Fragrant Hills was 
built in collaboration with a businessman sur- 
named Xiao from Zhejiang Province six years ago. 
“Excuse me, I want to buy four peacocks, and how 
much is that?” “Please save three peacocks for me!” 

On Tuesday afternoon, the remaining peacocks 
in the park finally all found their new shelters 
through purchase or adoption by local residents. 
Misery: four peacocks killed 
by their owner 

Last Friday morning, Xiao, owner of the pea- 
cock garden, killed four peacocks and hung them 
in front of the peacock garden, with a note saying 
“ 50 yuan per jin (500 grams) for peacock meat 



The four killed peacocks hung on the gate 

Photo by Heathcliff Huang 


and 200 yuan for peacock heart or liver”. 

This bloody scene brought tears from young 
children who visited the Fragrance Hills, as well as 
the anger of public. The park asked the caretaker 
to take down the dead peacocks, and reported his 
behavior to the authorities. 

The epidemic prevention department said it is 
illegal to kill birds now because of bird-flu con- 
cerns. The Fragrant Hills had to arrange guards 
to keep an eye on the peacock garden from 6 am 
to 6 pm, to avoid the killing of more peacocks. 

The next day, Xiao admitted that he was over- 
whelmed by his financial troubles and apologized 
to the public, calling on organizations and individ- 
uals to adopt the rest peacocks. 

However, Lu Di, from China Small Animal Pro- 
tection Association showed great concern for the 


safety of peacocks being bought. She said that 
China still has no complete laws to prevent ani- 
mals from being hurt or abused. “The peacocks are 
not the only animal abuse case. Although more and 
more people care about animal welfare, there are 
no rules to deal with them.” 

Lu hopes that authorities can create laws to 
protect animals in China. 

Helping hands for the peacocks 

Wang Xiaoli, owner of Jinguyuan eco-garden 
in Shunyi District bought 11 pairs of peacocks. 
This week, she is busy building a nest for the pea- 
cocks in her eco-garden. Wang said she read the 
article about the peacocks from local newspaper, 
and thought her garden could provide nice sur- 
rounding as peacocks’ new home. 

Wang’s eco-garden has plenty of corn, beans, 
and sweet potatoes. 

“I understand the public’s concerns about them. 
In our garden, we have professional caretakers, 
and we provide periodic cleaning and epidemic pre- 
vention. I guarantee that peacocks will be taken 
good care of here,” Wang said. 

Wang also mentioned that local Public Security 
Bureau had visited her place, to make sure the 
peacocks are being taken good care of. 

Maybe some people wonder whether the pea- 
cocks can get used to the new surroundings. But 
experts say that peacocks do not require compli- 
cated things. Food for them is cheap and each pea- 
cock requires only around 100 yuan worth of corn 
per year and they like cabbage. 


Mr. Zhang from the bird department of Beijing 
Zoo said that people raising peacocks should 
provide suitable shelter. “If the peacocks were 
born in Beijing, they will be used to the winter. 
If not, they need wind-proof living spaces in cold 
days.” 

Timeline: 

Six years ago, the agreement between the park 
and Xiao said that Xiao was responsible for their 
daily care and feeding, and the park would pro- 
vide money and supervise Xiao’s work. By the end 
of the contract, the park informed Xiao that they 
were not going to extend the contract to keep the 
peacock garden. The peacock garden’s business 
was getting worse and worse. Xiao not only lost 
money in the peacock business, but also found 
it “impossible” to take the peacocks away from 
Beijing, because “animal transportation is getting 
stricter and I did not have the relevant paper 
work for breeding peacocks in Beijing.” 

On January 12, over 160 peacocks were left with 
no care or food for a week and one peacock died of 
starvation. 

On January 13, a local report about the pea- 
cocks brought many visitors to the park with food 
and water. 

On January 24, as the water was frozen, peacocks 
could not drink any water and refused to eat. 

On February 6, the owner of the peacocks asked 
for local people’s help to provide a new home for 
the peacocks. 

On February 10, the owner killed four peacocks 
and tried to sell the meat. 

On February 14, new owners took all peacocks 
in the Fragrant Hills away. 
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Crackdown on pollution 

Closed plants reform to meet standards 


By Qiu Jiaoning/ Han Manman 

T he State Council Wednesday unveiled a wide- 
ranging plan to combat pollution, including 
plans to clean up heavily polluted regions and 
cities, and to reverse the degradation of water, 
air and soil quality there by the end of 2010. The plan 
will be extended nationwide by 2020. 

The drive to clean up the environment has been 
drawing more attention since last November’s benzene 
spill in the Songhua River. The State Environmental 
Protection Administration (SEPA) has pledged tight- 
er regulation and tougher punishments in an effort to 
curb pollution. Last week, SEPA ordered 11 heavily 
polluting factories to clean up or face closure or fines, 
in the follow up to a nationwide investigation. 
Polluters 

Beijing Today contacted the 11 petrochemical fac- 
tories named, reaching six of them. Our inquiries 
revealed that most of the polluted factories are tak- 
ing active steps to reduce pollution with the help of 
their local environmental protection agencies. How- 
ever, they face a dilemma of funding shortfalls, tech- 
nological difficulties and are dealing with the legacy 
of historical problems. 

The 11 factories named include a chemical plant 
in Liaoning Province that has been polluting the 
drinking water supply of the city of Liaoyang for al- 
most 60 years. 

Jiao Hongchun, a senior engineer, said that resi- 
dents, who include their own workers, living near the 
plant have been troubled by pollution problems. Jiao 
said that all factory staff are making efforts to reduce 
pollution but the overall plan was handicapped by cap- 
ital shortages and problems left over by history. 
Capital lacking 

Elsewhere, an official surnamed Kang from Lanzhou 
Environmental Protection Bureau said on Wednesday 
that a specific plan to combat pollution would be 
launched soon once the bureau completed a thorough 
investigation of the local polluting factory named in 
the national investigation. In fact, the company had 
drafted an environmental protection plan last year, 
but lack of money stymied reform, Kang said. 

Mr. Zhao, of the Jinan Environmental Protection 
Bureau said, “Jinan Yuxing Import and Export is fac- 
ing two problems now. One is technological, which is 
a problem for the whole industry. The other is a lack 
of capital”. He noted that the bureau is trying to ap- 
ply for project capital from the government. 

Losses 

Mr. Si from Tongling Environmental Protection 
Bureau said that their latest reform scheme has al- 
ready been reported to the provincial government. 
If approved, the report will be then handed up to 
SEPA. Their local named polluter, Annada Company, 
could then restart operations after three month if 
they pass a SEPA inspection. 

According to Jiang Xinhai, the manager of Anna- 
da, their project which fell short of government stan- 
dards was immediately stopped when the company 
received notice. This has meant daily losses of over 
50,000 yuan. 

According to Zhuzhou Environmental Protection 
Bureau, Zhuzhou Chemical Industry Group (ZCIG) 
is actively working to reorganize its operations. The 
bureau said a reorganization plan has already been 
submitted to SEPA and ZCIG is now working all out 
to meet required standards. 

Complaints 

“It is not an objective evaluation. SEPA has not 
given a correct view of Hoton,” a director from 
Guangzhou Hoton Chemical Group said. He added, 
“We meet nearly all of the SEPA standards and ev- 
erybody who visits our company says Hoton not only 
has beautiful surroundings but also owns good qual- 
ity equipment.” He noted that the company is has 
been assessed by Guangzhou Environmental Protec- 
tion Bureau as one also one of the province’s compa- 
nies with the best environmental protection. 



Allline refuses to carry Injured girl 


By Jackie Zhang 

The father of a 14-year-old girl who lost her foot 
in a traffic accident is to sue Hainan Airlines because 
the girl, Pi Nana, was not allowed on their plane to fly 
to an urgent operation last month. 

Pi Nana’s right foot was severed in a traffic acci- 
dent last month. In order to undergo emergency sur- 
gery to reattach her foot, Pi Nana’s parents bought 
airline tickets intending to take her to Lanzhou. How- 
ever, staff at Hainan Airlines refused to let Pi Nana 
board her scheduled flight. When Pi Nana eventually 
arrived in Lanzhou by ambulance, the operation end- 
ed with her losing her right foot. 

Delay 

The surgeon overseeing Pi Nana’s treatment said 
that even she had reached the hospital earlier the 
possibility of reattaching her foot was small due to 
the seriousness of her injuries. However, Pi Nana’s fa- 
ther Pi Ruyi believes that the airline company should 
be held responsible for the delay. 

“It is because of Hainan Airline’s refusal to take her 
that my daughter arrived at the hospital late, which re- 
sulted in her right foot being amputated.” said Pi Ruyi, 
“We had made my daughter’s condition clear at the time 
we bought the ticket. But when we arrived at the air- 
port, staff there claimed that my daughter was serious- 
ly ill and not eligible to fly. The plane took off at least 
five minutes earlier than scheduled. Nobody later came 



Pi Nana in hospital Photo by Zhu Jingyuan 


to help us. Hainan Airlines have so far refused to take 
any responsibility for this.” 

Response 

This Tuesday, Hainan Airlines issued a statement 
of the reasons why they refused to carry Pi Nana. 
They said that the type of aircraft Pi Nana was due to 
board could not allow stretchers to be in the passen- 
ger compartment as they would block gangways and 
make it dangerous for other passengers. The airline 
asserted their right according to regulations to refuse 
to accept passengers ineligible to fly. 

“Pi Nana was not using a stretcher at that time,” 


said Zhang Qihuai, the lawyer representing the Pi’s 
family, “The girl’s injury was to her foot. She could 
sit on the plane with her injured foot bandaged. Pi 
Nana’s parents had indeed shown the ticket seller the 
hospital’s certification that the girl urgently needed 
to fly for an operation. Also, there were a doctor and 
nurse accompanying the girl. The airline company 
had no reason to refuse them.” 

Zhang said that in fact the airline company had 
several other options to resolve the problem, such 
as negotiating with other passengers to give the girl 
more room on the plane, asking other airlines for help 
and or sending another plane to carry her. “The air- 
line company did not try other methods to help the 
girl but just refuse her flat out. It was irresponsible,” 
Zhang said. 

Investigation 

Yesterday, Zhang Qihuai traveled to Lanzhou for 
the investigation of this case. “We are accusing the 
airline company of a breach of faith, since they sold 
Pi airline tickets but refused to let the girl board her 
plane. I’m convinced that Pi can get compensation 
from the airline.” 

Beijing Today tried to contact Hainan Airlines this 
Wednesday to hear their side of this story. However, 
staff who answered our call claimed that the respon- 
sible person was out of the office and declined to 
make any comment. 



All-night clubbing will become a thing of the 
past Photo by He Yi 


Time’s up for 
late-late nightlife 

By Annie Wei 

A new regulation tightening control 
on entertainment venues in China was 
published this week and will come into 
effect next month. The regulations ap- 
peared mainly aimed at cutting down on 
illegal activities at entertainment ven- 
ues, especially karaoke clubs and discos 
notorious for their association with drugs 
and prostitution. 

One new rule in particular, stipulat- 
ing that entertainment venues should be 
closed between 2 to 8 in the morning, will 
depress late-night revelers. This is the 
first time that regulations of this nature 
have been approved by the State Coun- 
cil. Previously, local authorities - Beijing 
tried in 2001 - passed rules saying that 
entertainment venues should not open 
after 2 am, but business owners could ap- 
ply for extensions. KTV parlours and dis- 
cos like Banana in Jianguomen, Mix and 
Vies by the north gate of the Worker’s 
Stadium have long been famous for their 
late-night crowds. 

Foreign workers 

The new regulations also require for- 
eigners working at entertainment ven- 
ues to have work permits. Although the 
same requirements were included in pre- 
vious regulations issued in 1999, in re- 
cent years many new clubs have hired 
foreign bands and part-time foreign DJs, 
many without permits, as a way of at- 
tracting custom. The existing regulations 
did not seem to effect this at all. 

Many young clubbers we spoke to in the 
past week said that they have heard of the 
new rules. Guan Yadi, a young man work- 
ing in film wondered, ‘Will this mean that 
we have nowhere to go after 2 am?”. 

Killer killed 

Party and Melody, the leading kara- 
oke club chains, said that new regula- 
tions would affect their business, but not 
too seriously. They are working on new 
schedules and fee scales that will be in 
line with the new regulations, which take 
effect March 1. 

Young students say it’s a pity because 
the 2 to 8 am period has the lowest fees 
and was the only time they could afford 
to go out. 

In a bar near to the Poly Theatre, pri- 
vate rooms are available for friends or 
strangers to get together to play a game 
called ‘killer’, currently extremely popu- 
lar among young Chinese office workers. 
Bar staff said their business hours were 
8 pm to 8 am, and that they have not 
yet heard of the regulations nor of any 
changes their management were plan- 
ning to comply with the new rules. 

“If we cannot open between 2 am to 
8am, it will mean we are going to have 
to close down altogether,” a young woman 
working at the bar said. 

Bars 

Cho Chonggee, owner of a bar that has 
a DJ playing at night, said that if regula- 
tions definition of entertainment venues 
included bars like his, it would certainly 
affect his business. 

“General speaking, very few people 
stay out after 2 am in the small hours,” 
Cho said, “business after 2 am does not 
bring enough profit to make late opening 
cost-effective, but it’s part of the concept 
of a bar to make people feel at home and 
to let them stay as long as they want.” 

Some foreign customers in a Houhai 
club were concerned by the regulations. 
“Normal people do not go out after 2 
am all the time. But it would be sad if 
we could not do that any more,” William 
Brock, a 30-something Australian, said. 
Exemptions 

The Ministry of Culture, the govern- 
ment body in charge of setting the rules, 
gave a definition of what it meant by ‘en- 
tertainment venues’ in a 2001 notice. In 
those, entertainment venues were taken 
to mean KTVs, discos, nightclubs, and 
computer gaming venues. 

“Bars, teahouses, restaurants and cof- 
fee shops frequented by foreigners in the 
late evening do not fall within the scope 
of our definition of entertainment ven- 
ues,” a spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Culture said. 

“Performances in above sites do not 
have to follow the new regulations on en- 
tertainment venues, just the existing reg- 
ulations on performances,” she said. 
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By Jackie Zhang 

A photographic record of Beijing’s lane- 
ways is being compiled by a group of 
enthusiasts who wish to preserve some 
of the city’s history before it is destroyed in 
the run up to the Olympics. 

The group members are all members of 
the website Old Beijing. “Lanes house the 
typical buildings in Beijing and represent 
the history of the old city,” said Zhang Wei, 
the manager of Old Beijing , “They reflect the 
social evolution and cultural background at 
that time.” 

Time is against the group, and they must 
work fast. “We are trying our best to take 
as many photos of the lanes as possible be- 
fore they are torn down because we want to 
keep the images of these historical buildings 
in people’s memories,” said Zhang. 

This Tuesday, the group went to the 


Dashanlan area, which is to the east of 
Qianmen. “The lanes here are to be torn down 
and quadrangles in an ancient style will be 
built,” said Zhang Wei. 

The group not only takes photos of the 
lanes, but also enters each yard and visits the 
residents. 

At the front of some yards, old men sit to- 
gether, chatting. Most of them were over 70 
years old. When they discover that the young 
men are taking pictures of these old lanes, 
they agree that keeping records of these lanes 
is necessary. 

“There are people come to take pictures 
these days,” said an old man, “You’d better take 
photos as soon as possible since these lanes 
may no longer exist in the near future.” 

“So far, we have already taken photos of 
around 730 lanes in Beijing, out of which 300 
lanes are being shot in detail,” said Zhang 


Jinsheng, a member of the group. 

“Almost everyday, some members come out 
to take pictures of different lanes. But every 
Sunday, all the group members will gather 
together to take photos,” Zhang Wei said. 

“When more members are participating, 
we have more time and people to take de- 
tailed photos. For example, some people who 
know more about architecture will enter the 
yards to see the construction style of the 
houses; some people who know more about 
Beijing culture will talk with the residents 
and try to dig out the history of the yards,” 
said Zhang Jinsheng, 

“At the end of this year, we’ll put these pho- 
tos on our website,” said Zhang Wei, “We hope 
that people can know more about Beijing 
lanes through these pictures, and also future 
generations can know about lanes and the 
old Beijing culture when they are gone.” 


Online ID check 

targets 

swindlers 

By Han Manman 

Citizens in Beijing con- 
cerned that they are being 
swindled by someone using a 
false ID card can now verify 
a person’s identity from Mon- 
day using a new ID number 
checking system. 

Citizens can visit the web- 
site of the National Citizen 
Identify Information Center 
(NCIIC), www. nciic.com.cn, 
or send a cell phone short 
message (China Mobile us- 
ers send to 10695110 and 
China Unicom users send to 
9951) to verify the person’s 
name and ID number in the 
database. 

If the information on the 
ID card matches that in the 
database, you will receive a 
feedback including the word 
match and a password. Citi- 
zens could then use the pass- 
word to log on the sms.id5.cn 
to confirm the ID card hold- 
er’s picture. Five yuan is 
charged for each inquiry. 

If the inquiry is unsuccess- 
ful or either the name or the 
ID number does not match 
that in the database, you will 
receive a short message say- 
ing ‘no match’, and the in- 
quirer will not be charged. 

The service is now avail- 
able in a few locations includ- 
ing Beijing and Shanghai, but 
will soon be available in most 
cities in China. 

According to Beijing Munic- 
ipal Public Security Bureau, 
over 90 percent swindlers are 
using false ID cards to commit 
crime, and people also hide 
their true identities for irreg- 
ular purposes. 



History through clothes 


By Xie Lixue 

A photographic exhibition on changes in Chi- 
nese fashion is on show at the China National 
Museum of Fine Arts, and runs until next Wednes- 
day. 

Three hundred photos in five categories are on 
display - the everyday, the ethnic, the fashion- 
able, the digital, and the international. Shao Hua, 
the chairman of China Photographers Association, 
said: “The exhibition displays historical changes 
in China by looking at what people wear. From 
those pictures, either taken by professional pho- 
tographers or amateurs, we see the development 
of our clothes culture - now the young show their 
individuality and the elderly are happy to try on a 
white wedding dress. It reflects the improvements 
in our country. “ 

The displays range from black and white right 
up to the latest colorful digital pictures. One is en- 
titled Looking Back at 20 Years by Tong Dong. His 
exhibit consists of 20 pictures that were taken at 
Beihai Park on the first day of every year. The fig- 
ures in the pictures are his wife and two daugh- 


ters. From the first picture featuring handmade 
cotton-padded clothes to the last one with featur- 
ing his wife wearing a long woolen skirt and his 
grown-up daughters in stylish leather coats, he il- 
lustrated how time had transformed the people 
and country. 

The bright and unique costumes of various mi- 
nority nationalities drew much attention. One col- 
lection by Qiao Qiming focused on a foreign man 
who happily modeled costumes from the Miao 
minority. Others showed the traditional tailoring 
equipment and techniques of the Miao, the precious 
jewelry of Tibet, and beautiful headwear of the Yi. 

Possibly the most interesting section is the dig- 
ital. The Dream of Butterfly by Guo Sanxing fea- 
tures a beautiful woman surrounded by many 
gorgeous butterflies, with one peacefully resting on 
her forehead. In the hall, many young people stood 
before it to discuss how this effect was created. 

Wang Congmin won the first prize for his The 
Generation of the Dragon. Using the Great Wall as a 
background, each of the figures is wearing a shirt or 
Chinese style top with diverse dragon patterns. 


Director 

annoyed by spoof 


By Wang Xiaoyuan 

Following the disappoint- 
ment of not seeing his movie, 
The Promise , make it to the 
Oscars, director Chen Kaige 
is furious at a comic spoof of 
the film released on the inter- 
net. 

A few weeks after the mov- 
ie hit the cinemas, a young 
man in Shanghai created A 
murder caused by a steamed 
bun and the program, which 
became popular online. 

Hu Ge, a former D J and am- 
ateur video maker in Shang- 
hai, edited the scenes, dubbed 
the movie with funny lines and 
made it into a 20-minute spoof 
TV crime report. 

“How can someone be so 
shameless!” said Chen Kaige 
while attending the Berlin 
Film Festival with his be- 
loved film. 

In the new story, the char- 
acters all become policemen, 
people working in an enter- 
tainment venue, or criminals. 
The new plot is a cat-and- 
mouse story. Instead of the 
original soundtrack, the spoof 
features music from pop to 
rap to Chinese folk songs. Hu 
even inserted two commercial 
breaks between each section. 

The video, according to Hu, 
was only meant to be shown to 
his friends, but someone put 
it online and it soon spread. 
Viewers responded well and 
some even claimed that be- 
cause of the online adapta- 
tion they decided to see the 
original film in the cinema. 

But Chen Kaige didn’t see 


the funny side. Yang Dandan, 
manager of Chen’s 21st Cen- 
tury Shengkai Film Compa- 
ny, confirmed that they had 
sent lawyer’s letters to two 
websites that had publicized 
the video. Chen accused the 
two websites of violating the 
copyright of The Promise. 

Hu has not received a 
court summons yet. He was 
surprised by what he de- 
scribed as an “over-reaction.” 
“I made this video just for fun 
and to practice my video ed- 
iting skills. I never meant to 
offend Mr. Chen or his film. 
To defend this case would be 
quite a financial problem for 
me.” He apologized to Chen, 
but denied any copyright vi- 
olation. 

The online response was 
not very sympathetic towards 
Chen. “Hu’s creation actually 
promoted The Promise. Chen 
should have enough of a sense 
of humor to enjoy this ad- 
aptation,” wrote one blogger. 
Another blogger pointed out 
that Chen’s over-reaction to- 
wards Hu reflected his frus- 
tration at poor sales in North 
America. 

Wang Ziqiang, the spokes- 
man of the National Copy- 
right Administration of 
China, said, “It is legal to 
quote a small amount of oth- 
ers’ works for an introduction 
or to support a certain argu- 
ment. However, if it is not for 
an introduction or argument, 
and the quotation has sur- 
passes certain limitations, it 
may violate copyright law.” 



A scene from the spoof version of The Promise 


Women-only carriages 
cancelled on trains 


The ‘women-only carriag- 
es’ on two direct trains be- 
tween Beijing and Shanghai 
have been cancelled after only 
nine days of service due to a 
lack of interest. 

Tickets for the ‘women-on- 
ly carriages’ will be sold to 
male travelers as normal, an- 
nounced sources from Tianjin 
Railway Station (southeast of 
Beijing). 

Tianjin Railway Station 
booking clerks said that no 
tickets for the special car- 


riages were sold, even on the 
first day. 

Two special sleeping car- 
riages with eight cushioned 
berths were allocated for fe- 
male passengers on each of 
the trains to create a more 
comfortable and private space 
for female travelers. 

Some female passengers 
had complained that they felt 
embarrassed by the presence 
of male travelers in closed 
sleeping carriages with cush- 
ioned berths. (Xinhua) 
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nee cleaners 

By Annie Wei 

600 volunteers from different government bodies of 
Chaoyang District started collecting plastics bags hanging in 
the trees yesterday with special tools: a four-meter long alu- 
minum stick and a hook. According to environmental bureau’s 
figures, China consumes two billion plastic bags everyday. A 
better way to protect the environment and reduce the ‘white 
trash’ on the trees is to use recycling paper or cloth bags, ex- 
perts say. 
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Mr Paul Coleman on his way to Tianjin from the Temple of Heaven 


By Han Manman 

W ith several volunteers following him, 
‘Earth Walker’ Paul Coleman made 
his way to Tianjin on Saturday after 
he walked for 21 days across half of 
Beijing. Born in the UK, Paul has 
walked across 37 countries in 15 years, planting trees 
to promote environmental protection along the way 
He wears a red scarf with a symbol on it. Paul said 
the character in Japanese means ‘the endless power’, 
and in Chinese it means ‘money’ to show he needs sup- 
port. “By doing this people will recognize me easily. 
Then they will be eager to know what I am doing, and I 
canl tell them about my mission,” Paul said. 

Paul and Konomi, his Japanese wife, started their 
first Chinese journey at the Great Wall (Badaling) on 
January 15. Walking across the mainly rural areas of 
Beijing, Paul has a deep understanding of the impor- 
tance of environmental protection in the outskirts of 
the city. He said that the walk led him through the poor- 
er districts, which he describes as being back in ages 
way behind as compared to the modern, thriving cities. 
He found that the garbage was dumped haphazardly, 
and a lot of it finds its way into the watercourses. 

He wrote in his diary: ‘Days ago we walked through a 
heavily polluted region near Beijing where the local wa- 
terways were full of garbage and stank of human and 
animal feces. We noted this region produces a lot of veg- 
etables in green houses and they must draw their water 


from somewhere. My guess is the water comes from the 
local waterways. But even worse, we saw a huge open 
garbage dump and two local shepherds allowing their 
sheep to feed and drink from the garbage dump. It is 
necessary to avoid these actions because people eventu- 
ally end up eating these sheep and with them all the 
poison contained in the garbage.’ 

He said that the air pollution worsened as he got 
nearer to the downtown area. “The air is pervaded by 
a smell of soot, which makes me recall my childhood in 
Manchester,” said Paul. 

“China is really big, and the government cannot cov- 
er all areas. If a problem happens, the first thing is 
to let everybody know about it. I think this is halfway 
to solving the problem,” said Paul, adding, “My duty 
is to help people to have a deep understanding about 
environmental protection and raise their will to make 
the change.” He said that Beijing citizens have a better 
sense of environmental protection than their rural 
neighbors, but they need to put words into actions. 

The traveler confessed that sometimes he gets really 
tired because he walks for days on end. However, he is 
really enjoying a journey filled with interesting and un- 
forgettable experiences, like being suspected of being a 
spy and arrested six times within two days and nearly 
being killed in Sarajevo, and like meeting his beautiful 
wife in Japan. 

“Do you remember the scene in Forrest Gump when 
he is running across the desert, and lots of people were 


behind him? When I saw that movie, I couldn’t help 
laughing. When I was in Mexico, years before the mov- 
ie, I walked across the desert. Behind me were about 
50 people. When I look back, I can’t believe so many 
people were walking behind me across the dessert,” 
Paul said, adding that people often called him a real- 
life Forrest Gump. 

Recalling his Beijing journey, Paul said people were 
very hospitable. In Fangshan district on the outskirts 
of Beijing, he was invited to enjoy a traditional Spring 
Festival with a local family. He said firmly “I will be 
back in 2008. I want to help China to achieve a green 
Olympics,” Paul said, adding, “I am a good spokesper- 
son; I travel the planet and met a lot of people. I will tell 
them what is happening in China”. 

Global Village of Beijing, the NGO organization that 
is supporting Paul on this Beijing journey, said that al- 
though Paul only planted two trees in Beijing due to the 
cold weather, his ideas influenced many local people not 
only by seeing his actions, but also through the media. 

Paul began his walk in 1990. Thanks to his endeav- 
ors, over six million trees have already been planted. 
Paul will take a ferry from Tianjin to Korea to go on the 
Earth Day Friendship Walk, continuing his tree-plant- 
ing journey through Beijing - Seoul and Tokyo from 
January to April 2006. At the end of this year or early 
next year, he will go to Africa to continue his walk. He 
said his mission is to plant at least one hundred million 
trees with volunteers before 2010. 


Doing something for 
the environment? 

By Tom Mackenzie 

Do you do your bit for the envi- 
ronment? The government is cracking 
down on polluting companies and there 
is a drive to clean up Beijing before the 
2008 Olympic Games. But what are in- 
dividuals doing to help cut down on pol- 
lution and waste? 

Do you recycle, re-use shopping bags, 
or take a bike instead of a taxi? Or do 
you think that’s all just a waste of time 
and energy? 

Aurelie Palancher, France 

I wish I had the means to recycle 
more often but it doesn’t seem to be con- 
sidered that important in China so it’s 
pretty impossible. 

Carlos Santamaria, Spain 

I really don’t care much about pro- 
tecting the environment - if I start recy- 
cling it won’t change corporate policies on 
dumping waste into oceans and rivers. 
Steffi Schau, Germany 

I try to do small things to help the 
environment, like re-using plastic bags 
and cycling instead of driving. 

Raphael Beaugrand, France 

Protecting the environment has al- 
ways been of great importance to me. 
When I have enough money I’m going 
to buy an electric bicycle - they are fun 
and they don’t pollute. 

Mark Binnersley, UK 

I would like to recycle but there’s no 
information for foreigners on how to go 
about it. 

Joe Magliaro, US 

I asked my landlord if there was a 
way to recycle some of my waste but he 
said no. It just doesn’t seem to be a pri- 
ority in Beijing. 


Community 


International volunteers to 
protect China’s environment 



Ikeda Takeshi telling Beijing residents about ‘ The Dragon Recycling 
Project ’. 


By Han Manman 

Serving as a consultant to the Beijing Olympic Committee 
and part of the creation of the ‘Green Olympics’, environmen- 
tal protection association The Global Village of Beijing (GVB) 
is trying to raise public awareness about environmental prob- 
lems in China. 

Among over 1,000 volunteers in GVB, there are also two 
full time and 21 part time international volunteers. Their 
work varies from constant interaction with international orga- 
nizations to environmental protection projects. 

Japanese volunteer Ikeda Takeshi said he loves the GVB 
work. “I always wanted to work in the field of environmental 
protection. I was originally working in a Japanese company in 
Beijing, but I wasn’t interested in the work at all. Then one day 
I went to participate in a community activity organized by GVB, 
and this is how I got to know the people in the organization,” 


Takeshi said, adding, “One month later, I quit the job and joined 
GVB last year. Having this great opportunity to work on the en- 
vironment has been fantastic.” 

He is working on a project called ‘The Dragon Recycling 
Project’, which aims to raise public awareness of the negative 
impact on the environment caused by irresponsible disposal of 
waste ink cartridges and computer hardware, and encourages 
the public to participate in the recycling process. 

“What we do is tell people in the communities, schools, com- 
panies or on the streets how great an impact the waste com- 
puter hardware and ink cartridges have on the environment. 
We then place a ‘recycling bin’ in their office and tell them 
to bring the waste cartridges and drop them into the bin,” 
Takeshi said, adding, “Through the project, we came to real- 
ize the great damage “e-waste” (waste electronic and electrical 
equipment) is causing both to humans and the environment, 
especially in China, which receives 70 percent of the e-waste 
from all over the world.” 

Another volunteer, Benjamin Combes from France, said 
that he was recruited a few months ago to help implement an 
eco-tourism project in China. He said, “My job is basically to 
find technical aid from overseas and help local communities 
and agencies develop sustainable tourism here, which is very 
new for China NGOs,” adding, “That makes me feel I am not 
just a GVB member, but also a global awareness movement 
member”. 

Founded in 1996 as one of the first NGOs in China, Global 
Village of Beijing (GVB) is a non-governmental, non-profit or- 
ganization working in the field of environmental education 
and awareness. 

To become a volunteer for GVB, fill up the volunteer regis- 
tration form provided on the GVB website. 
http://www.gvbchina.org.cn/zhichi/zhiyuanzhi.php Chinese 
http:/ / www.gvbchina.org. / EnglishWeb / Volunteers.htm English 


BJ’s Love & Hate 


Honk 

if you love having 
a car in Bding, 
honk twice 
if you hate it! 

By Christopher Parsons 

Regardless of the pros 
and cons of having a car 
in Beijing, 70 percent of 
all Beijing families plan to 
get one within the next five 
years. I am preparing to hate 
the thicker traffic. HONK, 
HONK! 

However, as a car owner 
I can’t really complain. Hav- 
ing a car keeps me and my 
family safe. HONK! We all 
know the ‘sins of Beijing cab- 
bies’ (see my humorous arti- 
cle ‘the seven deadly sins of 
the Beijing cabbie’ for more 
info and laughs) When you 
own a car you can wear seat- 
belts, (what a luxury!) put 
kids in child safety seats 
(there’s an idea!) and even 
breathe non-smoke 

drenched air. (I wonder what 
that is like?) I love having 
my own car. HONK! 

I hate how quickly the 
meniscus of filth covers my 
car, HONK, HONK! but I 
love the inexpensive rag 
wavers that are eager to 
wash my car with a smile. 
HONK! 

I hate that the road rules 
change without warning, 
HONK, HONK, and that the 
authorities are always ready 
to give out tickets for turn- 
ing left where it was legal 
to do so just one day before. 
HONK, HONK. 

But I love the slack giv- 
en all foreigners behind the 
wheel - especially when we 
forget how to speak Chinese. 
(Wo ting bu dong!) 

I used to hate my friend 
pulling the hand break while 
at stoplights. Anywhere else 
that would be dangerous, 
but in Beijing’s traffic I real- 
ized it is a necessity or you 
will end up with one gigan- 
tic calf muscle on one leg 
and a small calf muscle on 
the other. No one wants to 
walk like Quasimodo! 

I love the cute names 
for the cars in Beijing 
HONK! - the mouse mouse, 
QQ, BENZ che, walwo and 
so on. I love the Santana 
the most! HONK, HONK, 
HONK! (That is me who 
says YES “I love it” times) 
As a fan of famed guitarist 
Carlos Santana, I can’t help 
but sing one of his songs 
every time I see the word 
Santana! 

“She’s a black magic wom- 
an...! (Insert Latin themed 
ripping guitar solo here!) 

I hate that the only per- 
sonal expressions on cars in 
Beijing are ‘new driver’ signs 
and graffiti thumbed in the 
dirty windshield. (Don’t kiss 
me) HONK, HONK! 

I love that there is still 
a chance to start my own 
bumper sticker 

company. .HONK! 

Here are some bumper 
stickers ideas: (feel free to 
love or hate them) 

Spit happens! 

Bao bao on board (baby 
on board) 

For the front bumper 

Lao Wai Lai Le (foreigner 
cometh) 

Back bumper 

Lao Wai Zou Le\ (foreign- 
er goeth!) 

Or the educational min- 
istry can give out bumper 
stickers that tell us facts 
about the Olympics or Eng- 
lish learning bumper stick- 
ers! 

We all love to read while 
waiting in traffic jams! 

Until my company gets 
rolling, you can imagine your 
own bumper stickers and 
keep smiling! HONK! 

PS 

What I hate most about 
cars is Beijing is ALL THAT 
HONKING! 
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Skyscrapers and residential towers are everywhere. 


Replace the old with new 


Migrant workers from the countryside build the buildings. 
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Beijing is under restructuring and reframing. 


By Romain Degoul 

In the past, visiting Beijing from time to time, I would 
always find myself astonished by the changes the city had 
endured over the space of just a few months. Sometimes, I 
couldn’t even recognize a whole area. Kilometers squared 
of old hutong had simply been replaced by dozens of tall 
concrete towers... 

Today, living in Beijing, I am still impressed by the ra- 
pidity of the city’s remodelling. It seems to grow so fast 
here, especially with the Games approaching. 

Migrant workers are everywhere, transforming and mod- 
ernizing this enormous capital over the next three years. 


A few weeks ago, I was walking through Sanlitun, past 
the site ‘The New Sanlitun’. In the centre of a huge hole, 
old buildings stood, waiting to be destroyed. Returning 
two days later, I discovered that they had already disap- 
peared... 

The next morning, construction workers were destroy- 
ing the street at the corner of my building. I immediately 
thought that this would take several months to rebuild - 
as it may do in France - but it took only seven days! Seven 
days ...I still cannot believe it. 

Some people used to say that Beijing couldn’t possibly 
be ready for the Olympic Games: I bet it will be! 


I began taking photographs as a hobby when 
I was 15. It was only after graduating in busi- 
ness law and taking a long trip to Africa that I 
decided to follow a career in photography. 

My love of freedom and for travel, my curi- 
osity towards this world and my strong will to 
try to understand it better, led me to make this 
choice. 

Presently, I work for the French press agen- 
cy REA, which sells my works to various re- 
nowned European newspapers and magazines. 

— Romain Degoul, Photographer, French, 28 


This page is looking for free- 
lance photographers. 

Experience and professional- 
ism are not a must. We want 
your own perspective and views 
about Beijing. 

Have works that may interest 
us? Contact: lens@ynet.com, or 
call: 6590 2520. 



They destroyed and rebuilt the street at the corner of my building in seven 
days! 



Bicycles can move quickly. 





A new Beijing is emerging out of the construction sites. 

















FASHION 


IEUING TODAY 


FEBRUARY 17, 2006 



E-mail: yushanshan724@ynet.com 


EDITOR: YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: DENG NING 








By Shelley Xie 

At a time when the spring trends on the runways are 
knocking at the door of our wardrobes, the Oscar’s red carpet 
show will soon bring these styles to life on the shining stars. 

This will prompt competition among clothes and jew- 
elry designers to get the stars to sport their designs. 

When the cameras from all over the world focus on the 
Kodak Theater, the long red carpet transforms into the 
most amazing ‘catwalk’ of big brands. 

The red carpet time this year will be extended from 30 
minutes to a full hour. “People want to see the glitz and 
glamour - they want to see the fashion on the red carpet!” 
said Sid Ganis, Academy president. 

The dos and don’ts from prestigious commentators will 
quickly occupy the media’s headlines, and it seems never to 
be a failure as far as fashion promotion is concerned. 

So what will be the fashion on display at the Oscars, 
especially on best actress nominees who are just one step 
away from the golden statuettes? The Golden Globes are 
usually a good indicator of what will appear on the red car- 
pet in March. 

At the Globes - the preview for the Oscars, the stars were in 
white and black, sparkles and see-through. Felicity Huffman looked 
gorgeous in her empire-waist white gown with sparkle straps from 
British couture label Marchesa, who also provided her with a navy 
blue strapless gown for the premiere of Transmerica. There is a good 
chance she will be in another Marchesa frock on March 5. 

Reese Witherspoon was in a white-and-silver Chanel dress. It 
seemed that she got the trend and right style for her, but the only 
problem was that Kirsten Dunst wore a similar dress in 2003 to 
a Golden Globes party. Nothing could be more embarrassing and 
disappointing for a star. Obviously, Reese will no longer accept any- 
thing from Chanel. 

Charlize Theron opted for a sexy sheer Dior gown that looked 
transparent. She paired her short black dress with a vintage Cartier 
bracelet borrowed from a museum. As the face of Christian Dior’s 
J’adore perfume, she will undoubtedly wear another John Galliano 
creation to next month’s Oscars, but probably a floor-length gown 
instead of a short one. 

Keira Knightley, impeccably dressed in a pale strapless Valentino 
dress with soutache front, was definitely the leader of the new gen- 
eration of fashion icons. She paired the dress with vintage Cartier 
earrings. Doris Raymond, a vintage-couture expert said: “Her dress 
was fabulous; that one-tone tassel embellishment, even the purse 
worked; she’s got her style down.” Being a rising star, will she be- 
come the new target model of Valentino? We can find the answers on 
her new look at the Oscars. 

As a harbinger of spring, celebrities embraced red, ivory and 
black at the Golden Globes. The style is basically minimalism with 
less embellishment. Oscars look set to feature more pastels and col- 
or on goddess gowns with brilliant necklines, such as halters, knot- 
ted details or lace embellishment. 

The red lips on most of the runways will remind stars’ makeup 
artists to pay attention to lip color - because too many pale lips have 
ruined many fabulous outfits. 

Nicole Kidman, as the model for Chanel, wore the pink Karl 
Lagerfeld design at the 2002 Oscars and another strapless Chanel 
in 2004. Will she redeem the prestige of the brand? Will Gwyneth 
Paltrow keep the fairytale of her vision of romantic prettiness? 
What will the stunning Scarlett Johansson wear (who also in a 
Valentino dress at the Globes) to become a fashion favorite in the 
new generation? Find all the answers on the red carpet of the 78th 
Academy Awards. 
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Glamorous glitter 


Diamond Shoes 
By Stuart Weitzman (US) 

The pair of diamond-adorned 
shoes was worn by country star 
Alison Krauss who sang the 
Oscar-nominated songs from 
the movie Cold Mountain. They 
are highlighted with Kwiat Di- 
amonds and valued at US$2 
million. 


Handbag 

By Lana Marks (US) 

The ‘Cleopatra Clutch’ with 
genuine jewels was in the hands 
of Charlize Theron when she 
won the best actress award. 
This extraordinary US$100,000 
creation, made from metallic 
silver alligator skin, and 1,500 
fully cut and faceted black and 
white diamonds set in an 18 
carats white gold frame. 


Butterfly Pendant 
By Paula Crevoshay (US) 

This gorgeous butterfly 
landed on the chest of Ashley 
Peldon. It’s a one-of-a-kind pre- 
cious pendant by Paula Cre- 
voshay. It features a star rose 
quartz body, weighing over 50 
carats, with each wing contain- 
ing 108 stones. 


Earrings and Ring 
By Harry Winston (US) 

These sapphire earrings 
and ring were worn by Nicol- 
lette Sheridan, one of the win- 
ners at the 2006 Golden Globes 
from the Best TV Series Des- 
perate Housewives. The pair 
of ‘Sapphire Drop Earrings’ 
consists of 14 carats cushion 
sapphire drops and four carat 
sapphire tops surrounded by a 
total of 10 carats of diamonds. 


and style for this very important 
event. 

He celebrated the 40th anniver- 
sary of the brand at last year’s 
spring/summer 2006 collection. The 
Williams sisters, Eva Longoria, 
Candace Bushnell, and Donald and 
Melania Trump were agog in the 
front row at his clothes and acces- 
sories - flounces galore, toreador 
jackets, and a spicy palette of mari- 
gold, red and warm neutrals. 

The brand now spans choosy 
stars from clothes to accessories, 
which includes bags, belts and shoes. 
And now you can find his name on 
cosmetic cases, furs, jewelry, linge- 
rie, scarves, jeans, menswear and 
home decors. For a man that has 
topped the list of many Hollywood 
stars and US celebrities for over 50 
years, he is really a designing icon 
in the ‘Oscars of fashion’. 
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black is the most flattering color, 
but they’re wrong. Pink adds a cos- 
metic-like radiance and warmth. 
Black drains the skin of color: 
pink delights the eye.” 

“It’s gorgeous and comfortable,” 
said Penelope. Chic style and colors 
on comfortable material - it’s not 
hard to explain why so many elegant 
beauties will choose his brand for the 
Oscars. He also has made a name 
for himself by dressing many First 
Ladies - Jacqueline Kennedy Onas- 
sis, Nancy Reagan, Hillary Clinton 
and now Laura Bush. 

We still remember the Inau- 
gural Balls in 2005, where Laura 
Bush was very glamorous in the 
Oscar de la Renta dress that had 
a layer of tulle adorned with bu- 
gle beads and crystals. As one 
of the favorites of Mr. de la Ren- 
ta, he made a matching costume 


Wear an Oscar to the Oscars 


Spanish beauty Penelope Cruz 
is just one of the stars that loves 
the work of Oscar de la Renta. 
She wore a yellow strapless gown 
with an oversized bow at the back 
hem by Oscar on the red carpet of 
the 77th Academy Awards. 

From fashionista Sarah Jessica 
Parker to First Lady Laura Bush, 
they all love Oscar’s designs. 

Oscar de la Renta is recognized 
globally as the embodiment of ele- 
gance and sophistication. His deli- 
cate, opulent designs are all made 
with the finest materials. Maybe 
his designs benefit from the artis- 
tic, painting background he had 
before he decided to study fash- 
ion design at the Academy of San 
Fernando, Madrid, Spain. 

“I always think the best way to 


dress is when the person notices 
you first and the dress after,” he 
said to In Business Windsor. “I de- 
sign clothes for women who want 
to buy them.” So he not only pro- 
vides opulent eveningwear and 
lavish coats to youthful celebri- 
ties and socialites, but also is pop- 
ular with chic ladies. 

Being so close to the Hollywood 
set in California, Oscar is an inte- 
gral part of the red carpet at the 
Oscars. The gowns and the eve- 
ning dresses become must-have 
items for stars to display at vari- 
ous events and parties. 

He loves to give his dresses 
rich, spicy colors like deep red 
with fringes sequins or embroi- America’s fashion king 
dery to decorate them like a wom- 
anly lady. He said: “Women think 
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The model of Guanghe Da Zhalou 


2,000 kinds of national intangible 
treasures to go public 


By Xie Xiaolin 

In the first week after the Spring Festival holiday, an exhibition that col- 
lects over 2,000 kinds of Chinese intangible cultural heritages continues 
showcasing the country’s traditional spirit. 

UNESCO’s Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity Proclamation, 
launched in May 2001, defines the intangible cultural heritage as “the prac- 
tices, representations, expressions, as well as the knowledge and skills, that 
communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of 
their cultural heritage.” The specific forms are oral traditions, performing 
arts, music, festive events, rituals, social practices and knowledge and prac- 
tices concerning nature. 

China’s Achievements on the Safeguard of the Intangible Culture Heri- 
tage will be in the National Museum of China till March 16. During this 
time, people can feel folk songs, craftsmanship, languages, and festival ritu- 
als and all the original Chinese culture, passed down by 56 nationalities, 
most of them now in danger of extinction. 

The journey begins on the stage of Kunqu Opera (origin of Peking Op- 
era), where hang the colorful costumes and a model of Beijing Guanghe Da 
Zhalou - this Peking opera theater still remains at the same site after more 
than 400 years. 

Chinese music has a history of some 3,000 years. At the right side of 
the theater model is the most expensive and oldest exhibits - two Guqin (a 
seven-stringed zither, China’s oldest stringed instrument) made in the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) and Song Dynasty (960-1279). 

Opposite Guqin lies a much more recent and famous installment, the 
steel wire recorder that recorded Erquan Yinyue originally played by the 
blind musician A Bing with the traditional erhu in 1950. People can enjoy 
the music through the modern CD player beside it. 

The biggest area display shows yunjin silk fabricated by a giant wooden 
machine of 5.6 meters long, four meters high and one meter wide, trans- 
ported from Nanjing, Jiangsu. Due to the complicated technological process, 
a product would take two or three months to finish since two workers can 
only finish 5 or 6 centimeters a day. In the exhibition hall, two workers co- 
operate presenting the last two or three weaving procedures. 

According to Wang Baolin, director of Nanjing Yunjin Silk Fabrics Re- 
search Institute, the unique folk craftsmanship entered the imperial palace 
in Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) and now only 180 people in his institute know 
how it works. 'We have applied for world heritage status,” he said. 

On the left of Yunjin fabrics, a luxury, exquisite marriage sedan has at- 
tracted many cameras. Zhaogou, the emperor of Southern Song Dynasty 
(1127-1279), has been saved by a country girl of Ningbo. Later he lets all 
girls dress in beautiful clothes and be carried in a red-and-gold chair held 
by eight people, a traditional part of marriage ceremonies. The showcased 
example that weighs 200 kilograms stands three meters high, 1.5 meters 
long and 95 centimeters wide, and took three years to produce. 

In the local hall people can see gems from different minorities, like the 
Tibetan artwork Tangka, traditional Tibetan paintings of Buddha. “Its color 
can last hundreds of years,” said Nima, of the Tibetan Museum. “One of 
these with 31 Buddhas reflects certain motifs and devices of the composer 
migrated from life to art.” 

Ten folk artists are presenting their creative process in the local hall. A senior 
technician from Jingdezhen, a famous china town, Fu Guosheng is painting fish 
on china. Fujian puppet maker Xu Zhuchu is working on puppets which are 
used to sing local opera. And kung fu fans can see the live show there. 

“This intangible cultural craftsmanship is against the fast pace of mod- 
em life. Less and less young people want to learn this traditional treasure,” 
said Wang Baolin. “But there are still some people like us, hoping to pass it 
down to the next generation.” 

So far, four China’s heritages have made UNESCO list - Kunqu Opera, 
Guqin (art of ancient qin, Chinese zither), Xinjiang Uyghur Muqam (a kind 
of music), and Urtiin Duu - Mongolian traditional folk Long Song. 

This year, the Ministry of Culture has chosen 501 examples of intangible heri- 
tages from 1,315 applications sent by local cultural departments to apply for the 
world heritage. Six traditional festivals, series of cultural traditions to be protected, 
such as Spring Festival and the Dragon Boat Festival, have been included. 

The show tells that the improper or excessive development of heri- 
tage sites has threatened the country’s cultural relics and some of 
treasures have been destroyed due to improper storage or handling 
and lost through generations. For instance, of the 52 kinds of Shanxi 
Operas only 28 remain today. 

Therefore, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage will create na- 
tional standards and formulate a series of mles or regulations to manage 
and protect them, according to its deputy director, Zhang Bai. He also re- 
vealed a national committee for cultural relics protection will be shouldered 
with responsibilities to promote healthy development of cultural relics, and 
avoid and prevent further losses from technical mistakes. 

The second Saturday in June has been named Cultural Heritage Day 
as of this year. A national general survey is also under constmction to list 
provincial, city and county levels of cultural heritage. 


Guqin from the 
Song Dynasty 


The recorder record- 
ed A Bing’s Erquan 
Yingyue in 1950 


Guqin from the 
Tang Dynasty 


To protect China’s 
spiritual land 



By Shelley Xie 

T he Lantern Festival 
last Sunday 

announced a success- 
ful ending to the third 
annual French Film 
Panorama, which gave the Chi- 
nese movie fans a feast to enjoy 
and appreciate the artistic val- 
ues of French movies. This time, 
eleven films and seven guests, in- 
cluding directors, actors and ac- 
tresses, came face-to-face with 
the public in Beijing cinemas. 

Among the films, Cache (Hid- 
den) and Joyeux Noel (Merry 
Christmas) were shown at the 
Cannes Film Festival 2005. The 
former won Best Director and 
the latter will compete for the 
Best Foreign Film title at next 
month’s Oscars. 

Obviously love is always a 
touching theme for emotional folk, 
no matter whether it grows be- 
tween different nations, between 
parents and children, or between 
men and women. 

Joyeux Noel (Merry Christmas) 
is one of the magnificent movies 
that really touched me. It’s adapt- 
ed from a true story. On Christmas 
Eve 1914, soldiers from France, 
England and Germany ceased fire 
to celebrate the holiday together 
on the battlefield of World War I. 
I strongly believe that people of 
different religious beliefs or races 
have the same feelings, as human 
beings. There is something good 
in everyone. 

The scenes are cruel when they 
are enemies - killing each other 
to save their own lives, to protect 
their countries and people. Their 
countries told them it was holy 
and heroic. But only the audience 
sitting in front of the big screen 
could see the real love in these 
men’s hearts - soldiers kissing the 
photos of their beloved wives and 
families in three trenches before 
battle. 

Christian Carion, the director, 
really makes us to think about 


the 'explainable excuses’ so-called 
big-powers use to disregard the 
values of life and the love of hu- 
manity. Also, the acting is excel- 
lent, and the actors are able to 
make us understand what they 
feel with only a look. 

Uavion (The Plane), is a 
charming fantasy that takes us 
back to childhood. Produced with 
children in mind, many Chinese 
and French kids came to watch, 
quiet as church mice. Cedric 
Kahn creates a lively model air- 
plane to show us how Charley 
(the main character) learns to 
grow up without the care of his 
father. The childlike innocence 
introduces a simpler world to the 
adults, and wins tears from soft 
hearted viewers. 

Because of those little kids, the 
communication between the direc- 
tor and the audience became the 
most interesting of the many post 
film question and answer sessions. 
Kahn asked one Chinese girl why 
she thought the plane was leav- 
ing. She answered: “Because it’s 
too big and inconvenient for little 
Charley to carry when he escapes 
from the bad chaser.” Kahn and 
bigger audience members laughed 
and applauded. 

Le Courage dAimer (The Cour- 
age of Love) is a romantic movie 
about the love between men and 
women. The director Claude Le- 
louch is a master to twist and turn 
the plot, which draws our eyes to 
find out what will develop. 

After the film, he told us that 
his films are all based on true sto- 
ries around him. “The theme of 
my movie is about the faith to 
love,” he said when asked why he 
turns the national motto Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity to Liber- 
ty, Equality and Unfaithfulness in 
the movie. “Our faithful love to 
a spouse is tested when someone 
better appears, because we natu- 
rally pursue beautiful and good 
things in our life.” The one who is 
loyal to love is the final victor. 
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Bestseller booklists 3rd week Feb . 

by Jia Ting 

US - New York Times Bestsell- 
ers 

1 . Cell, by Stephen King 

2. The Da Vinci Code, by Dan 
Brown 

3. Memory in Death, by JD Robb 

4. Gone, by Lisa Gardner 





(A former FBI profiler searches 
for the kidnapper of his ex-wife.) 
5. The Last Templar, by Raymond 
Khoury 

Amazon.com Bestsellers 

1 . The World Is Flat: A Brief Histo- 
ry of the Twenty-first Century, by 
Thomas L. Friedman 

2. Freakonomics: A Rogue Econ- 
omist Explores the Hidden Side 
of Everything, by Steven D Levitt 
and Stephen J Dubner 

3. Night (Oprah’s Book Club), by 
Elie Wiesel 

4. Marley & Me: Life and Love 
with the World’s Worst Dog, by 
John Grogan 

5. Cell: A Novel, by Stephen King 
UK - The Guardian Bestsellers 

1 . Labyrinth, by Kate Mosse 

2. The Undomestic Goddess, by 
Sophie Kinsella 

3. Saturday, by Ian McEwan 

4. Memoirs of a Geisha, by Arthur 
Golden 



(A tale that tells the story of a 
geisha girl, uncovering a hidden 
world of eroticism and enchant- 
ment, exploitation and degrada- 
tion.) 

5. The Broker, by John Grisham 

France - Fnac.com Bestsellers 

1 . Deception Point, by Dan 
Brown 

2. Les Aventures de Jack Palm- 
er: T13 (The Adventures of Jack 
Palmer: T1 3), by Petillon 

3. Les Chroniques de Narnia: Le 
Monde de Narnia (The Chroni- 
cles of Narnia), by CS Lewis 

4. La Trilogie de U Heritage: 
Eragon (Trilogy of Heritage: 
Eragon), by Christopher Paolini 
and JJ Palencar 

5. Brokeback Mountain, by Annie 
Proulx 

Germany - Amazon.de 
Bestsellers 

1 . With No One As Witness, by 
Elizabeth George 

2. Can You Keep A Secret?, by 
Sophie Kinsella 



4. The Da Vinci Code, by Dan 
Brown 

5. Harry Potter and the Philoso- 
pher’s Stone, by JK Rowling 
China - Joyo.com Bestsellers 

1 . Running with Scissors: A Mem- 
oir, by Augusten Burroughs 

2. The Ideal City, by Han Han 

3. Men Are From Mars, Women 
Are From Venus, by John Gray 

4. You Are What You Eat, by Gil- 
lian McKeith 

5. The Da Vinci Code, by Dan 
Brown 

Th p 


Feminist pioneer dies 



Betty Friedan 


By Wang Xiaoyuan 

Betty Friedan, a feminist 
crusader and author of Femi- 
nine Mystique, died on her 85th 
birthday in Washington DC on 
February 4, 2006. 

Feminine Mystique was 
Ms. Friedan’s first and most 
influential work. In the book, 
Friedan presents many exam- 
ples of ordinary housewives af- 
ter World War II and expresses 
their dissatisfaction with a life 
centered by a husband and chil- 
dren. The book was taken as the 
one of the sparks that drove the 
women’s movement in the 70s 
US. It was published in 1963. 

Friedan depicts the ideal 
feminine image in the famous 
chapter The Problem that Has 
No Name : “The suburban house- 
wife-she was the dream image 
of the young American woman 
and the envy, it was said, of 
women all over the world. The 
American housewife - freed by 
science and labor-saving appli- 
ances from the drudgery, the 
dangers of childbirth and the 
illnesses of her grandmother. 
She was healthy, beautiful, ed- 
ucated, concerned only about 
her husband, her children, her 
home. She had found true femi- 
nine fulfillment. As a housewife 
and mother, she was respected 
as a full and equal partner to 
man in his world. She was free 
to choose automobiles, clothes, 
appliances, supermarkets; she 
had everything that women 
ever dreamed of.” However, “As 
she made the beds, shopped 
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for groceries, matched slipcov- 
er material, ate peanut butter 
sandwiches with her children, 
chauffeured Cub Scouts and 
Brownies, lay beside her hus- 
band at night - she was afraid 
to ask even of herself the silent 
question - Ts this all?”’ 

The question became the core 
of the early feminist develop- 
ment. Women started to cam- 
paign to win equal social status. 
Although just 3,000 copies were 
printed in 1963, the book is No. 
37 on a 1999 New York Univer- 
sity survey of 100 examples of 
the best journalism of the twen- 
tieth century. 

Eleanor Smeal, president of 
the Feminist Majority Foun- 
dation, publisher of Ms mag- 
azine and a former president 
of the National Organization 
for Women, praised Friedan as 
“...a giant for women’s rights 


and a leading catalyst of the 
20th century whose work led 
to profound changes improving 
the status of women and wom- 
en’s lives worldwide.” The Femi- 
nine Mystique helped to “define 
the lesser status of women,” 
she said. 

Friedan, born February 4, 
1921, in Peoria, Illinois, was a 
high achieving Jewish outsid- 
er growing up in middle Amer- 
ica. After graduation from the 
Smith College, the best US 
women’s college, in 1942, she 
won a fellowship to enter the 
University of California, Berke- 
ley. She experienced a difficult 
romance and divorce later in 
her life. After the publication 
of The Feminine Mystique , 
Friedan founded National Or- 
ganization for Women in 1966 
and became the first presi- 
dent. She has been central to 
the reshaping of American at- 
titudes toward women’s lives 
and rights all her life. 

To read more works by 
Betty Friedan: 

The Second Stage: With a 
New Introduction: First pub- 
lished in 1981, Friedan warned 
the women’s movement to be 
against dissolving into faction- 
alism, male-bashing, and pre- 
occupation with sexual and 
identity politics rather than bot- 
tom-line political and economic 
inequalities. 

Fountain of Age: Friedan 
confronts the reality of women’s 
aging in this book. On the best- 
sellers list for six weeks. 


What’s on local shelves 


By Wang Xiaoyuan 
CNPIEC Book Store 

April Shadows 

By V.C. Andrews 
406 pages 80 yuan 
April and Brenda are 
two very different sis- 
ters. Or are they? April 
is chubby and shy and 
Brenda is athletic and 
outgoing. And Brenda 
prefers women. While it 
takes April a while to 
realize it, she struggles 
with her own identity. Af- 
ter the deaths of both 
their mother and father, 
things spiral downhill 
pretty fast for the girls. 
Brenda is so clearly un- 
happy and takes out her 
frustrations with her ath- 
letic prowess. 

Where: 2nd floor of Chi- 
na National Publications 
Import & Export Corpora- 
tion, 16 Gongti Dong lu 
Tel: 6500 1859 




Bookworm: 

Oh The Glory of it All 

By Sean Wilsey 
479 pages, 165 yuan 
A memoir of the author’s family 
relationships, especially his mother 
and step mother. One must take ex- 
pansive sections of recalled dialogue 
with a grain of salt, but Wilsey’s 
short, unflinching sentences keep his 
outlandish story moving too quickly 
for much quibbling. Still the story is 
neither shocking nor surprising, but 
human. 

Journeys in the Dead Season 

By Spencer Jordan 
354 pages, 105 yuan 
Juxtaposing the experiences of a 
shellshock victim in the early 1920s 
with the recollections of an alleged 
child-murderer in the present day, 
Journeys in the Dead Season is a 
masterpiece of psychological com- 
plexity and subtlety. 

Where: Yard 4, Sanlitun Nanjie, 
Gongti Beilu 
Tel: 65869507 
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Review 


Paradise Travel 

By Jorge Franco, Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 228 pages 



Jorge Franco is a Colombian 
novelist on the rise, a leader of 
what is being called the “McOn- 
do” school of fiction, a group 
of writers seemingly intent on 
upending the magical realism. 
Paradise Travel , Franco’s fourth 
novel, tells the story of Marlon 
Cruz, a guileless young Colom- 
bian dragged into the world of 
illegal border crossings by his 
troubled and wilful girlfriend, 
Reina. After being cheated and 
abused in a variety of imagina- 
tively conceived ways, they ar- 
rive in Queens, New York, where 
instead of finding the marital 
bliss that Reina has promised 
Marlon, the two are accidental- 
ly separated. Marlon’s odyssey 
through the illegal and quasi- 
legal underbelly of New York 
is sobering and the frustration. 
( Christian Science Monitor) 
Written Lives 
By Javier Marias, Canongate 
200 pages 



Spanish writer Javier Ma- 
rias has been celebrated around 
the world for decades as a mas- 
ter of fiction and non-fiction. 
Written Lives , which contains 
essays on well-known literary 
figures, probably won’t do much 
to broaden his reputation, but 
it does prove what a beguiling, 
clever and original writer Ma- 
rias is. The book is a survey 
of 26 international authors, 
among them Conan Doyle, Ma- 
dame du Deffand, Faulkner, 
Kipling, Nabokov, Rilke, Sterne 
and Wilde, who led illustrious 
but primarily tragic lives. Ma- 
rias knows the dangers of tak- 
ing on subjects who have been 
dissected many times over, and 
his solution is to treat them 
‘as if they were fictional char- 
acters’. As an observer-cum-bi- 
ographer, he allows himself to 
embellish history, filter materi- 
al, omit certain facts and dwell 
on others, stopping short of in- 
vention. ( Guardian ) 

Cleaver 

By Tim Parks, Harvill Seek- 
er, 320 pages 



Tim Parks is the Andy War- 
hol of contemporary literature. 
Cleaver , his new novel, is at 
times funny and painfully hon- 
est. The hero of the story - 
Harold Cleaver is a media behe- 
moth. But at the age of 55 his 
personal and professional lives 
suddenly hit a critical juncture. 
His eldest son, Alex, publishes 
a damning fictionalised portrait 
of Cleaver. Withdrawing from 
the world, Cleaver ends up in a 
rented shack on the edge of a 
gorge in the South Tyrol. There’s 
no electricity, no hot water and, 
most significantly, no reception 
on his mobile. A comic fable on 
how modem man can plummet 
without the reassuring safety 
net of technology and discourse. 
Cleaver is a combination of J Al- 
fred Prufrock and Reggie Per- 
rin, floundering in the dusk of 
life, not knowing whether to 
confront his demons or retreat 
into fantasies. (. Independent ) 

’i 


By Wang Chun 
The Inheritance of Loss 

By Kiran Desai, Atlantic 
Monthly Press, 324 pages 



Kiran Desai’s extraordinary 
new novel manages to explore, 
with intimacy and insight, just 
about every contemporary in- 
ternational issue: globalization, 
multiculturalism, economic in- 
equality, fundamentalism and 
terrorist violence. Despite being 
set in the mid-1980’s, it seems 
the best kind of post-9/11 nov- 
el. In a once-sturdy house in 
Kalimpong, in the spectacular 
Himalayan foothills, live an old 
judge, his dog and his 17-year- 
old granddaughter Sai; in a 
nearby shack is the household’s 
linchpin, the wretchedly un- 
derpaid cook. Desai employs a 
kaleidoscopic technique to illu- 
minate the fractured lives of the 
judge, Sai, and Biju, the son of 
the cook, who belongs the “shad- 
ow class” of illegal immigrant 
in New York. Though relieved 
by much humor, the book may 
strike many readers as offering 
an unrelentingly bitter view. 
(New York Times) 

Mark Twain: A Life 
By Ron Powers, Free Press, 
723 pages 
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His real name is Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens. But he 
called himself Mark Twain, after 
the cry of the leadsmen sound- 
ing the depths in the treach- 
erous waters of the Mississippi 
(twain=12 feet). As a skinny 
youth shifting type trays on the 
Hannibal Journal or learning 
the trade of a river pilot, he was 
unmissable: a tiny scarecrow 
boiling with resentment at his 
own obscurity and the world’s 
injustice, drunk half the time, 
with a belligerent glare and a 
great fuzz of red hair and an 
odd, rocking, shambling gait. By 
the time he was 40 he was an 
international celebrity. Every- 
one wanted to meet him, from 
Matthew Arnold to the Kaiser, 
strangers waved to him from 
the shore when he sailed across 
the Great Lakes. (Spectator) 

Stutter 

By Marc Shell, Harvard, 21 7 
pages 



Marc Shell, a Harvard comp 
lit professor with a stutter, 
made a high school foray into 
literary criticism by comparing 
the speech patterns of Hamlet to 
those of Porky Pig. Both figures 
are “scant of breath” and speak 
“trippingly on the tongue.” In 
Stutter , his impressive survey 
of cultural figures with “cloven 
tongues” (including God), Shell 
describes the trauma of being 
unable to speak right. Stutter 
explores the phenomenon of 
stuttering from its practical and 
physical aspects to its historical 
profile to its existential implica- 
tions. Shell offers an impressive 
if challenging memoir-cum-trea- 
tise on the contributions of stut- 
tering to the arts and beyond. 
His virtuosic ability to summon 
references from neuroscience, 
religion and philosophy is both 
exhilarating and exhausting. 
(Village Voice) 

I P 










h FOOD^ 



FEBRUARY 17, 2006 


IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: liuwenlong@ynet.com 


EDITORS: LIU WENLONG DONG NAN DESIGNER: YANG GEN 



\ A 




■ i ■ « 


% % 




This week’s guest: Mrs. 
Serpil Ozuye, wife of the 
ambassador of the 
Republic of Turkey 


By Han Manman 

It can be argued that Turkish 
cuisine ranks as one of the three richest and oldest 
cooking traditions of the world together with French 
and Chinese cooking. “I don’t like ranking things, but 
Turkish food is really one of the most popular in the 
world,” Mrs. Serpil said. Born in Istanbul, she is a pas- 
sionate and humorous lady. 

As a bridge between east and west, Istanbul is right- 
ly credited with being Turkey’s dining capital. The main 
aspect of Istanbul cuisine is maintaining the real taste: 
the dishes are supposed to bring out the flavor of the 
main ingredient rather than hiding it under sauces or 
spices. Thus, eggplant should taste like eggplant, lamb 
like lamb, pumpkin like pumpkin, and so on. 

Common food 

Istanbul citizens are proud of their local seafood and 
rarely import any. “Some kinds of fish you can only find 
here, such as bluefish-lufer, which is for me the most deli- 
cious fish in the world. The water temperature, the salt 
level and the streams feeding the nearby Bosphorus cre- 
ate a perfect habitat for the most delicious fish species,” 
she said. 

“You don’t have to add any sauces, just enjoy the pure 
taste of the meat,” In Istanbul, the most popular fish - 
Hamsi - is also the cheapest one. 

One of the prominent ingredients in Istanbul cuisine 
is olive oil. Turks cook all kinds of vegetables, mostly in 
olive oil. 

Chinese love to feast on the streets and buy delicious 
snacks from vendors wheeling carts, and Turks are is no 
different. The word ‘kebab’ simply means ‘roasted’, and is 
synonymous with Istanbul. A vast selection of kebabs and 
other meat dishes can easily be found in the street. Doner 
kebabs are made by stacking alternating layers of ground 
meat and sliced leg of lamb on a large upright skewer, 
which is slowly rotated in front of a vertical grill. As the 
outer layer of the meat is roasted, thin slices are shaved 
off and served. 

The Imam Fainted 

Eggplant slashed down the middle and stuffed with on- 
ions, garlic, and tomatoes and then simmered in olive oil is 
one of the most famous of Istanbul’s olive oil dishes. The dish 
is also own an interesting name - Imam Fainted. “Imam is 
a Muslim religious person. The story goes when one Imam 
tasted how good it was he fainted,” Serpil said. 

This cold dish is really tasty, with a sweet and sour 
flavor, and usually comes with Turkish bread. 

According to Serpil, bread is sacred in Turkish cuisine 
as it symbolizes the important of the food, as it was the 
staple food in the past. “To teach people food is not some- 


thing to be spoiled and wasted, there is a rit- 
ual that if bread falls on the ground you can’t throw 
it away. You have to pick it up, kiss the bread, and touch 
it to your forehead. You do this three times and then feed 
it to the animals,” Serpil said. 

Religious dish -Asure 

It is one of the oldest and most traditional Turkish 
desserts. Fifteen or more ingredients are used to make 
Asure. It is usually made and served during the religious 
month called ‘Asure Month’, which follows ‘The Feast of 
Sacrifice’. During Asure month this kind of pudding-like 
dish is prepared in large amounts in almost every house- 
hold, and is offered to guests as well as being sent to rela- 
tives and neighbors. 

Serpil said there is a legend about the origins of this 
dessert in Turkey. When Noah’s Ark came to rest on 
Mount Ararat in northeastern Turkey, they wanted to 
celebrate the fact they were safe. But their supplies 
were exhausted. So, they hunted through the Ark and 
put every bit of food they could find and cooked them 
together to make a splendid feast of Asure. 

“In the Asure month, you must eat it whenever 
others offer it to you even you don’t like it,” said Ser- 
pil. 

Coffee shows your fortune 

In Turkey, there’s much more to coffee than just 
drinking an aromatic brew. In addition to being a 
strong stimulant, it foretells the future. In Turkey, 
if you would like your fortune told after finishing 
the coffee, you should turn your cup upside down on the 


saucer and allowed it to cool. 
The hostess then performs a 
fortune reading from the cof- 
fee grounds remaining in the 
cup and saucer. “It’s a pity that 
I’m not good at coffee reading,” 
Serpil said. “My daughter likes 
doing it. Some Turks can tell 
you your fortune for hours.” 

In Turkey, when a girl is to be 
introduced to the parents of the 
boy she is to marry, she should 
offer them coffee. The girl may 
be welcomed or rejected based on 
the way she does this. 

Beside Turkish coffee, raki is 
also well known in Turkey. Raki 
is clear brandy made from grapes 
and raisins, flavored with pungent 
anise, and diluted with water. When 
mixed with ice and/or water, it turns 
milky white. Because of its color and 
alcoholic punch, Turks call it ‘lion’s 
milk’. Serpil said raki was also used 
as a healing medicine for common- 

cold symptoms. 

“Turkish people have a saying, if you want to seize 
a man’s heart, you should first seize his stomach.” This 
could be true all around the world. 

Stuffed Calamari 
Ingredients: 

- 6 pieces of calamari 

- 1 onion 

- 1 glass of rice 

- 1.5 tablespoon of pistachios 

- 1.5 tablespoon of currants 

- 1 teaspoon of pimento (all spice) 

- 1 pinch of dill 

- Salt, black pepper and sugar 

- 4 tablespoons of olive oil 
Direction: 

Boil cleaned calamari and put them aside. 

Stir-fry chopped onion with pistachio nuts in olive oil, 
add rice and currants. After adding all the spices, salt and 
a pinch of sugar, and simmer for 20 minutes. Add chopped 
dill when the ingredients get cool. 

Stuff the calamari with the prepared filling. Put the 
stuffed calamari in a pot, add half a glass of water and 
two spoons of olive oil, and simmer for 15-20 minutes. 
Serve cool. 


Photos by Han Manman 
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A Tuchia style cake shop 

Pizza-like 
cake 
sales hoi 



Pizza-like cake 

Photos by Fu Ruijuan 


By Fu Ruijuan 

Believe it or not, 
Tuchia style cake shops 
are popping up every- 
where in Beijing over- 
night like mushrooms 
after rain. What’s more 
surprising is people are 
willing to wait in line for 
up to half an hour to buy 
one (2.5 yuan each). 

The pizza-like cake is 
called tujia diaozha sha- 
obing (crisp baked sesa- 
me cake) and is a local 
delicacy from the Tuchia 
ethnic group that inhab- 
its Hubei Province. It has 
swept many big cities in 
China, including Shang- 
hai and Nanjing in just a 
few months. 

Like an ordinary 
baked sesame cake, it 
is also made of flour 
and covered with sesa- 
me seeds. However, it has 
meat stuffing inside and 
what’s more important, 
the Tuchia delicacy con- 
tains chopped chives and 
minced meat. It is glazed 
with pepper and chili 
powder and resembles an 
Italian pizza. 

Chen Yun, a woman 
waiting in line for the 
cake, said, “It is not my 
first time to buy one. 
The cake is delicious and 
smells great. I already 
had my lunch, but I 
couldn’t help coming here 
to buy one when I smelled 
its aroma.” 

Not all people agree. 
Liu Hongli, a student 
from Beijing Foreign 
Studies University, said 
the sesame cake only 
smells great and doesn’t 
deserve such a reputa- 
tion. 

Whether it is delicious 
or not, there is no doubt 
that the business is prof- 
itable. If people buy four 
cakes, they can get one 
for free, a policy that at- 
tracts more customers. 
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Hot diggety dog! 


By Veronica Smith 

There are several names for a sau- 
sage in a bun: frankfurters, named 
after the city of Frankfurt; wieners, 
named after the city of Vienna; and 
hot dogs, obviously not named after a 
city. Why ‘hot dog’? 

The story goes that it comes from 
German sausages that were sold in 
New York in the 1860’s called dachs- 
hunds or ‘badger dogs’ (Dachs = bad- 
ger; Hund = dog). The actual dog has a 
long body, very short legs and droopy 
ears and was bred for hunting bad- 
gers; obviously their long shape lent 
their name to the sausage. So popu- 


lar is the Dachshund dog in Germany 
that it was chosen to be the mascot 
Waldi for the 1972 Summer Olympics 
in Munich. 

Saying “get your hot dachshund 
sausages here” is a mouthful for vend- 
ers to cry out; hence it was shortened 
to “get your hot dogs here”. There are 
other meanings for hot dog, someone 
who is a bit of a show-off, usually while 
playing a sport, and there is a slang 
expression from the early 1900s: ‘hot 
diggety dog!’ that expresses happiness. 
But we don’t recommend that English 
learners add these to their vocabulary, 
as they have gone out of fashion, and 


Veronica' 



you should also consult a native speak- 
er before using the word ‘wiener’. 

In England sausages are know as 
‘bangers’ because if they are badly 
made they can explode during cook- 
ing, or a banger is also a small fire- 
cracker that goes BANG! as you walk 
past. So celebrate the year of the dog 
by taking your hound for a walk, eat- 
ing hot-dogs, setting-off bangers - but 
don’t be calling anyone a wiener! 

Ingredients and directions: Any 
kind of sausage cooked the way you 
like stuffed into a hot dog bun and cov- 
ered with your favorite condiments: 
anything goes! 


mm 

mmmimmmyiim 

BB±fS 

Translated by William King 


After a month of Chi- 
nese New Year feasts, next 
week’s menu is for small 
but delicious tofu and sesa- 
me treats! 

Painted by Darrell Hill 
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Transporter 2 

Directed by Louis Leterrier, starring Jason Sta- 
tham, Amber Valletta and Matthew Modine. Frank 
Martin is the best in the business. The ex-Special 
Forces operative hires himself out as a mercenary 
‘transporter’ who moves goods and humans. Very sim- 
ply, he delivers, no questions asked. Frank has re- 
located from the French Mediterranean to Miami, 
Florida, where as a favor to a friend, he drives for the 
wealthy Billings family. But Frank has unexpectedly 


bonded with young Jack Billings who is only six. 

Where: Cineplex across Beijing When: From 
February 14 Tickets at 6417 7845 

Life and Death 

Directed by Liu Xin, the movie documents the 
rise of political ambitions of Chen Lisheng. Chen 
is the son of a high-ranking government official. 
Chen’s mother died in the war. Through his dil- 
igence and hard work, Chen is promoted to the 
director of a governmental department. However, 
those closest to him all take advantage of his pow- 
er to make lots of money. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, An Jia Lou inside 
the Kent Center, Chaoyang When: 8 pm, February 


17-18 Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 6466 2288 

Cinema Paradiso 

Directed by Giuseppe Tornatore, starring 
Philippe Noiret, Salvatore Cascio and Marco Leon- 
ardo A famous film director returns home to a Si- 
cilian village for the first time after 30 years. He 
reminisces about his childhood at the Cinema Par- 
adiso where Alfredo, the projectionist, first brought 
about his love of films. He is also reminded of his 
lost teenage love, Elena, whom he had to leave be- 
fore he left for Rome. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 2 Dong’ erjie, Sanlitun, 
Chaoyang When: 7 pm, February 23 Admission: 
Free Tel: 6532 2187 


Like Water for Chocolate 

Directed by Alfonso Arau. Tita and Pedro are 
passionately in love. But their love is forbidden by 
an ancient family tradition. To be near Tita, Pedro 
marries her sister, and Tita, as the family cook, ex- 
presses her passion for Pedro through preparing 
delectable dishes. Now, in Tita’s kitchen, ordinary 
spices become a recipe for passion. Her creations 
bring on tears of longing, heated desire or chronic 
pain-while Tita and Pedro wait for the moment to 
fulfill their most hidden pleasures. 

Where: Mexican Embassy, 5 Sanlitun Dongjie, 
Chaoyang When: 7:30 pm, February 22 Admis- 
sion: Free Tel: 6532 2244 


Exhibitions 

Renovation - Relations of Production 

This is a get-to- 
gether exhibition of 
the artists of Long 
March Space - there 
y°u can see recent 
works of Gao Feng, 
Huang Xuebin, Liu 
Ding, Li Songhua, 
Shi Jing, Shi Wan- 
wan, Wang Mai, Wang Peng, and Wu Xiao- 
jun. They make the process of renovation 
of Long March Space into an art experi- 
ence. Examine the changing space for the 
advancement of Chinese art. 

Where: Long March Space, 798 Art District, 
Chaoyang When: till February 26 Tel: 6438 7107 



Ji Xiaofeng - Innocence 

Xiaofeng uses 
the flowing and 
graceful lines to tell 
the spirit and energy 
of youth. Innocence 
and past memories 
are captured in rich 
colors. 

Where: Beijing 

Central Art Gallery, 
1 N ongzhanguan 

Nanlu When: 8:30 am-7 pm, February 17-24 
Admission: Free Tel: 6585 9902 
Onemoon Art 

Group exhibition features oil paintings 
by Li Tianyuan, Sun Liang, Wang Guangle 
and Zhou Yangming; sculptures by Liang 
Shuo; ink paintings by Gao Ping, Liu Liyun; 
and photographs by Han Lei. 



Where: Onemoon Art, Ditan Park, Anding- 
menwai Dajie, Dongcheng When: 11 am-7 pm, 
Tuesday-Sunday, until February 28 Tel: 6427 
7748 

Modern oil painting exhibition 

The bustle, pres- 
sure, troubles and 
limited choice of to- 
day’s society inces- 
santly circumscribe 
everyone. People 
yearn for quiet, calm 
and understanding. 
Come and taste paint- 
er Jiang Tianyu’s 
work, you can feel another kind of life in 
your heart. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1E Huaweili, 

Chaoyang When: 9:30 am-7 pm, until Feb- 
ruary 28 Tel: 8779 0461 



^Mg nal Classfeds 

Wu Qiong, Chinese girl, 20 years old. Ju- 
nior student and major in Chinese. I want to 
find an English native speaker as my friend 
who can help me with my spoken English. 
Meantime, I can teach her Chinese. Contact: 
emma_7 29@hotmail . com 

I am honest, romantic, humorous, com- 
passionate, single, handsome, athletic, well 
stature, like exercise, gourmet cooking, and in- 
telligent conversation with smart girls. Look- 
ing for my fere from 18-36 years old. Contact: 
tangoj aguar@yahoo.com. 

Ms. Wang, graduate from School of Transla- 
tion and Interpretation of Beijing Foreign Stud- 
ies University, consecutive and simultaneous 
interpreter Contact: 8964 8064, 13146309328, 
wj ade 1 1 l@y ahoo . com . cn 



Alternative 80s Night 

Lady Marmalade brings her circus back 
to Alfa. Scrap the school uniforms and the 
turquoise sweaters as she plays all the 80s 
music you love - Iggy Pop, Blondie, The 
Cure, Depeche Mode, and The Smiths. Sup- 
ported by unworthy DJs Vinyl Ritchie, Side 
B and Sweet FA. 

Where: Alfa, 5 Xingfuyicun, Chaoyang 
When:9 pm, February 18 Admission: Free 
Tel: 6413 0086 
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Temple circuit 

This is a flexible hike. You may go into the 
park, have a look at the temples, follow the 
steps up the hill to the lookout on the top. If you 
are adventurous, you may take the trail that 
starts from the top, do a three-hour hike, and 
come back to the start. The walk is suitable for 
families, but for the second part of the walk the 
children would have to be fairly good walkers. 

Where: Pinggu District, north of Beijing. 
When: February 19, leaving at 8 am from the 
Lido Hotel outside of Starbucks. Cost: 200 
yuan for adults, 150 for children under 12 Tel: 
13910025516 (Reservations essential) 
Chinese Traditional Culture Club 

There are activities about antique furni- 
ture appreciation, Chinese art and calligraphy, 
and Chinese culture lectures in both English 
and Chinese. This is an enjoyable opportunity 
to practice Chinese and to gain an apprecia- 
tion of Chinese culture. 

Where: Traditional Culture Club, Room 
128 Estoril House, 2 Jiangtailu, Chaoyang 
When: 4 pm-7 pm, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, 10 am- 12 am, 3 pm-6 pm, Saturday and 
Sunday Tel: 6437 9280, 13366152407 
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Traditional Chinese Acrobatics Show 



The incredible Chinese acrobatics hit the 
stage this spring. You’ll see many exciting 
skills like jujitsu, spinning plates, trapeze art- 
ists, foot jugglers and bicycle feats. 

Where: Chaoyang Theater, 5 Jintai Beijie, 
Chaoyang When: 7:15 pm-8:30 pm, through 
the recent month Admission: 180-380 yuan 
Tickets at 6417 7845 
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2006 Beijing Symphony Orchestra Series 
Season 

Beijing Symphony Orchestra will perform 
Symphony No. 12 by Shostakovitch, Symphony 
No. 2 by Sibelius, Tibetan Dance by Fang Kejie 
and Symphony No. 3 by Rachmaninoff, under 
the baton of Tan Lihua. 

Where: Forbidden City Music Hall, 

Dongcheng When: 7:30 pm, February 

25-March 11 Admission: 30-380 yuan Tickets 
at: 6417 7845 


We are glad to receive your feedback. We 
will print employment, language exchange 
and accommodation information for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2519 

Disclaimer: 

Beijing Today does not take responsibility 
for verifying the authenticity of the personal 
classifieds and thus Beijing Today does not 
guarantee the accuracy, integrity or quality 
of the content. All content is the sole respon- 
sibility of the advertiser. 

By Lu Xiaonan 
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Vocational training set to fly 


By Feng Nianhua 

Network editor, commercial ads designer, commod- 
ity logistic planner and family finance advisor are the 
latest four professional skill certificates the municipal 
government is expected to issue in the coming weeks. 
To this end, the Municipal Labor Bureau is organizing 
related training courses to university campuses, hoping 
the training and certificates can ease job-hunting pres- 
sure in the fierce graduation labor market. 

Meanwhile, another 21 certificates and training 
programs are under preparation, according to Song 
Fengjing, deputy director general of the bureau at 
a working seminar on the city’s vocational training 
this week. 

Among the certificates will be electrical machin- 
ery installer, animal quarantine inspector, machin- 
ery equipment installer, laundry operator and labor 
interest protector. 

University students welcome the training and cer- 
tificates, believing these will enable them to find jobs 
more easily. 

The central government is also advocating profes- 
sional training and education to fill in the huge gap be- 
tween qualified and skilled labor supply and demand. 


“We have too many university students and too few 
skilled laborers,” Song explained. 

Therefore, vocational schools are set to expand from 
this year. Beijing plans to enroll 42,000 students for its 
vocational schools this year, the same amount for its 
university education sector. This is the first time that 
the two enrolment figures stand the same. 

“Vocational school student numbers are expected to 
further increase,” promised Song, “as we have such a 
huge population throughout the country and need more 
highly qualified laborers than academics.” 

But before reaching that target, providing vocation- 
al training for university students is a practical option. 
More than 12,000 university students received training 
last year in the capital. The courses cover IT, secretary, 
HR management, auto repair, e-commerce operation, 
and digital machinery operation. 

Many other cities are doing the same. Shenzhen 
is investing 100 million yuan to set up the first 
national high-level professional training center to 
meet the city, and the country’s demand. The center 
is to open later this year, according to the Yangcheng 
Evening News. 

For more details, please check www.bjld.gov.cn 



Vocational training is ready to expand this year. 
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Unemployment 
expected to 


China is to face a record unemploy- 
ment figure of 25 million this year, 
warns the State Commission of Devel- 
opment and Reform in a report issued 
this week. 

The report says the maximum new 
jobs the government can create is 8 
million. The total can reach 11 million, 
with another 3 million from the mar- 
ket. This leaves a gap of 14 million 
unemployed, 1 million more than last 
year’s figure. 

Of the total unemployed, 60 percent 
come from the rural population, most 
of which will go to cities and towns to 
look for jobs. 

The report points out in particular 
that university graduates are facing 
increasing employment pressure this 
year because the number of graduates 
from universities, colleges and insti- 
tutes will reach a peak of 4.13 million, 
750,000 more than last year. 

The commission appeals for a joint 
seminar between government minis- 
tries, administrations and agencies on 
how to solve the problem. 

(Xinhua) 

Interviewers’ 

lavorite 

questions 

By Feng Nianhua 

Different positions may have dif- 
ferent requirements on job applicants. 
However, different interviewers might 
have the same questions. Experts list 
12 questions that are often put forward 
by interviewers. As a job hunter, are 
you ready for those questions? 

•What are your strong suits? 

•Are you satisfied with your perfor- 
mance at university? 

•How do you evaluate your univer- 
sity life? 

•What social activities do you en- 
joy? 

•What foreign languages do you 
know? 

•Why are you applying for the posi- 
tion? 

•How much do you know about 
the industry, the interviewer’s compa- 
ny and the position you are going to ap- 
ply for? 

•What type of job do you think you 
are suited to do? 

•What’s the important factor for you 
when seeking a job? 

•If my company can’t offer you a 
position you want, would you like to 
accept the rearrangement by the com- 
pany? 

•If the work arrangement is not in 
the line with your specialty, what do 
you think about it? 

•Do you have any plans to study 
abroad or study further, for instance a 
graduate program? 

Experts suggest job seekers keep 
their hands dry and firm when shak- 
ing hands, communicate with the in- 
terviewer with eye contact, and use 
appropriate body gestures, to avoid 
stepping into the non-language traps. 


Expats in BJ: By Christopher Parsons 

Sam Voutas is not only the writer/director of 
Crash Test , an Australian science-fiction feature. 
He is also a high level educator who shares words 
and gifts and gifts of words on career options, busi- 
ness struggles and job opportunities for foreigners 
in Beijing. 

Q: What are your career goals here? 

A: I want to be creative, avoid the jao waf void, 
polish my Chinese, and ultimately to sink my feet 
as deep as possible into local cinema. 

Q: What creative things do you see yourself 
doing next year? 

A: Writing a feature film script. Just shuffling 
through ideas now. 

Q: What makes Beijing different from other 
film center cities in the world? 

A: Opportunity. In my home country, there is a 
well-trodden ladder that must be climbed to get 
anywhere. In China, that ladder is more elastic and 
can be thrown away altogether at times. 

Q: Can you tell us about some of your proj- 
ects that helped your career goals? 

A: I’ve just wrapped work at the Australian Film 
Festival, where I was assisting the actors and pro- 
ducers from down under who had made the trip up 
here. It was a great opportunity to work with in- 
dustry folk I’d never get to meet back home. 

I’ve also recently finished acting in a short student 
film from the Beijing Central Dramatic Academy. 

In addition, an Australian science-fiction feature 
which I wrote and directed, Crash Test , is having a 
national DVD release in the USA in January, so I 
am keen to see it hit the shelves here. 

Q: What advice can you give newcomers to 
the industry in Beijing? 

A: Contact me. I am keen to meet anybody with 
an interest in film, television, music. The world has 
too many high horses so why fight when we can 
swap war stories. 

Q: Where do people in the Beijing film indus- 
try hang out? 

A: Waiting for Godot Cafe near the Lama Tem- 
ple, or cornered in my little edit suite near Ghost 
Street. 

Q: I know you are a movie director, but in 
your way up the ladder have you had any crazy 
job offers in Beijing? 

A: To work as a maid. 

Q: How do you integrate teaching English 
and filmmaking? 

A: Teaching takes up only a small part of the 
brain, so I can think about films on the way to, and 
sometimes, during work. Filmmaking, meanwhile, 
takes up 100 percent of the brain, and more of the 
soul. It is draining, so it is nice to ‘switch off’ and go 
to work. Many of my students are from Korea or Ja- 
pan, so it is often an eye-opener to discuss cinema 
trends in their own countries. 

Q: What non-school education or learning 
helped you the most? 

A: Working as a bartender in the old Beijing pub 
All Bar Nothing was wonderful for its characters 
and stories. People will confess more to their bar- 
tender than to their priest. 

Q: Any advice for newbie filmmakers? 

A: Read Robert Rodriguez’s Rebel Without a Clue. 
A book of great wisdom and wit, which deconstructs 
the myths and so-called rules of filmmaking. 

Q: What is the biggest business scam you 
ever ran into? 

A: An actor friend of mine got a call from some- 
body who called themselves a “big actor’s agent”. My 
buddy agreed to meet, only to see that the man was 
dressed very shabbily, had little idea of film or TV, 
and that the “big movie” script he had brought was 
photocopied, badly. The agent said he’d love to give 
him a lead role in a TV series, but it would cost him 
20,000 kuai. My friend, angered by the ruse, decided 
to turn the tables. He said that he had American 
friends keen on investing millions, and thus at least 
got a free meal out of the entire ordeal. 

Q: Now that you have crash tested China for 
a few years, what needs to be changed first? 

A: In terms of my day-to-day life, and this may 
seem trivial, but I think the buses need new brakes. 
I ride my bike everywhere in Beijing, and those bus 
brakes are enough to make me go deaf. 


is no dummy 



Sam is pointing the way for other educators and filmmakers in Beijing. 

Photo by Christopher Parsons 




Seeking Jobs 

Female, Beijinger, grad- 
uated from University of 
International Business and 
Economics, major in inter- 
national trade, MBA degree, 
5 years work experience, 
if you want a good hand 
for business or English in- 
terpreter in Beijing, please 
contact Linda by email: 
teflclub@yahoo.com.cn mo- 
bile: 8695 2269, (+86) 136 
8337 9199 


I Brighten, male, from 
Beijing, 44, certified public 
accountant, experienced at 
accounting, taxation and fi- 
I nancial management, good 
1 at reading, listening and spo- 
I ken English, is looking for a 

I ® part-time job related to ac- 
countancy, consultation and 
audit. Contact: 

brightenmy@yahoo.com.cn, 
13701291705 

Female, 24, a native uni- 
versity graduate with two 
years experience as a office 
clerk, is seeking a part-time 
job as an English guide and 
accompany. 

yubrcj@y ahoo. com . cn 

I am a PhD student in 
GUCAS (Institute Of Mi- 
croElectronics) looking for a 
part time job. 

I have 5 years of teach- 
ing experience in Pakistan. 
Sheraz Anjum at 82847120, 
13581806434 

Need a Magical Birth- 
day Clown? 

Magic shows, magic 
class, face painting, trea- 
sure hunts and much, much 
more! 

Special deals for chari- 
ties, hospitals and schools. 
Email Mr. Magic at: par- 
sons59 @ yahoo.com 

I A native Chinese univer- 
sity student, with one year 
experience as a Chinese tu- 
tor to foreigners is seeking 
a job as a language teacher. 
Iayla83 1 l@yahoo.com.cn 

I Wayne Tian is looking for 

a job related to mechanics 
and electronics. He has good 
English speaking and lis- 
tening skills. 13811508491, 
6524 5508 

Ivan Young, a new grad- 
uate from Beijing Inter- 
national Study University, 
is looking for a job as a 
business interpreter, man- 
agement assistant, public re- 
lations officer, HR officer, or 
office secretary. ivanl339@ 
sina.com, 13811243074 

Vacancies 

Novotel Zhongguancun 
Beijing is looking for a HR 
Director/ Manager: 

* previous experience in 
a 4 or 5 star international 
hotel would be a plus 

* fluent written and spo- 
ken English. 

* good communication 
and organization skills. 

* able to manage, train 
and motivate the team. 

Interested applicants, 
please send CV to : 

gm@novotelbeij ingzc. com 

I Novotel Zhongguancun 
Beijing (under pre-opening) 
is looking for an IT Director/ 
Manager, interested candi- 
dates, please send CV and 
motivation to : 

gm@novotelbeij ingzc. com 

The Southern Industri- 
al Zone, Bincheng District, 
Binzhou, Shandong Prov- 
ince, is looking for two 
reps and five consultants in 
Beijing. 

Contact: Mr. Chen at 
13561569235 

(Send positions offered 
and wanted info to: 
ayi@ynet.com. Beijing To- 
day does not take any 
responsibility for the accu- 
racy or authenticity of the 
information published.) 
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Ask Ayi: 

Q: I have worked for six 
years and want to go to Hol- 
land in the New Year. Are 
there any programs paid by 
the state? 

— Fiona Sun 

A: In the New Year, China has 
launched one such program with 
Leiden University. 

The program is open to majors 
of: telecommunications and infor- 
mation science, advanced tech- 
nology for agriculture, life science 
and human health, materials, en- 
ergy and environment, engineer- 
ing science, applied social science 
and WTO-related courses. 

As you have over two years 
of work experience, and are un- 
der 35 you should check http:// 
www.leiden.edu/ for master pro- 
grams in English (such as MBA, 
MA, and MSc). There are only 
ten places available. 

This program only required 
IELTS, over 6.5 marks and you 
have to apply before March 1, 
2006, either by mail to Yue Tao 
(Ms.), Leiden University Inter- 
national Office, Gravensteen Pi- 
eterskerkhof 6, 2311 SR Leiden 
The Netherlands, or sending an 
email to: t.yue@io.leidenuniv.nl. 

Q: Can you tell me what 
agents are qualified to be a 
broker for study to Canada? 

— CaFun_xu 

A: The Ministry of Education 
has announced 390 legal broking 
agents for self-paid study abroad. 
The lists were updated on Janu- 
ary 6. 

The web, http://www.jsj .edu.cn/ 
mingdan/009xuhaol.html has 
listed the name of each agent, its 
legal representative, address, or- 
der number of its qualification, 
and the valid period of its certifi- 
cate. 

Good luck. 

(Edited by Xie Xiaolin) 

Exhibition 
provides 
vital info 

By Xie Xiaolin 

The 11th China International 
Education Exhibition Tour will 
be held in the World Trade Tower 
of Beijing February 17-18. 

Over 350 universities or col- 
leges from 27 countries, like 
the UK, US, Netherlands, Aus- 
tralia, Japan, and South Korea 
will give information on updat- 
ed policies or scholarships for 
students and offer face-to-face 
consultations. 

With the theme of ‘Studying 
Abroad and Cultivating Diversi- 
fied Talent’, there will also be 
several related forums covering 
fields like education marketing, 
agent qualification approval and, 
education on techniques. It will 
invite experts from foreign em- 
bassies to give lectures on study- 
ing in their country. 

The exhibition will then 
tour Xi’an, Chongqing, Shang- 
hai, Xiamen, Shenzhen and 
Guangzhou until March 5. Chi- 
na has held ten such events in 
more than 20 cities in the past 
six years, attracting over 600 
schools from 30 regions. 

Online checking 
system for foreign 
certificates 

By Xie Xiaolin 

Returning Chinese students 
can now check the quality and 
acceptability of their foreign ac- 
ademic degrees and certificates 
in China. The Ministry of Edu- 
cation launched the service at 
http://renzheng.cscse.edu.cn re- 
cently. 

The Chinese Service Center for 
Scholarly Exchange (CSCSE), the 
authorized agency under the min- 
istry, conducts the service online. 

Though still under construc- 
tion, the online system is able to 
evaluate the degrees and certif- 
icates issued by the higher ed- 
ucation institutions of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
South Korea, Germany and the 
Netherlands. 

You can consult with: 

dipenquiry@cscse.com.cn. 

Hotline: 

82300056, 82301009-103 


By Xie Xiaolin 

Want to study in the UK? 
Want to immigrate to the UK? 
You will have to find a British 
school or employer to act as 
guarantor, and have sufficient 
funds to satisfy the UK govern- 
ment. Those are part of the new 
visa evaluation procedures un- 
der discussion by the UK gov- 
ernment. 

A team of experts from the 
British Home Office discussed 
the design of the new points- 
based system in Beijing late 
last year, which, declared the 
British Embassy in Beijing, 
will introduce a series of new 
measures to make the visa ap- 
plication procedure more trans- 
parent and efficient. 

The changes have a great 
impact on the British migra- 
tion and visa policies towards 
Chinese applicants, whether 
for work, study or travel. The 
embassy says the new draft 
will make the application pro- 
cedure much easier for genu- 
ine Chinese applicants. 

Meanwhile, the embassy 
also warns that ordinary Chi- 
nese applicants have to be 
aware of the new points sys- 
tem, especially when it comes 
to evaluations and guaran- 
tees. 

The new policies are expect- 
ed to come out in the coming 
March, but will not come into 
effect until spring 2007. 
Points-Based System 

Taking advantage of simi- 
lar points systems in Austra- 
lia and Canada, the proposed 
point system codifies the deci- 
sion-making process into fac- 
tors with details such as the 
order of preference for colleges. 
Applicants will have to com- 
plete an online self-assessment 
before they submit individual 
application documents to the 
embassy. 

In this way, the current two- 
stage process of visa issuing 
will be replaced by a single 
stage. After the new policies 
are adopted, the three-day de- 
cision-making process will be- 
come shorter and easier. 

Unlike before, high-risk ap- 
plicants will be required to 
pay a bond before they gain 
their British visa. If these can- 


Despite high costs and complicated visa appliations, the UK is still one of the top destinations for Chinese students. 
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didates return to their home country or 
settle down as agreed, these bonds will 
be returned. But if there is any breach 
of the immigration rules the bonds will 
be forfeited. 

In order to assess whether or not a 
bond is required on generic risk factors, 
countries and sectors will be allocated 
risk levels. However, the grading of these 
risks has not been settled yet. 

Except for the most highly skilled, ev- 
ery applicant will need to provide a certif- 
icate of sponsorship. Only UK employers 
and educational institutions that have ac- 
cepted certain respon- 
sibilities can issue the 
certificates. If a stu- 
dent applies to study 
in the UK but works in 
the country, the guar- 
antor is required this 
to report to the au- 
thorities. 

Students often re- 
ceived more than one 
offer from UK univer- 
sities in the past. But 
now the registered school or the employer 
will be settled first on the visa before it is 
granted. These records will be kept on a 
register. 

Therefore, if students transfer or job- 
hop after they arrive, they must apply for 
new visa with a new university or em- 
ployer. The British Home Office will in- 
stitute measures to ensure that sponsors 
comply with their responsibilities. 

The five-year strategy 

In fact this is only part of a points- 
based system for all who come to the 
UK to work and study. This system is in- 
cluded in the British government’s five- 
year strategy for asylum and immigration 
published in February last year. 

The strategy includes the roll-out of 


Risk Assessment Units in visa-issuing 
posts overseas; test introductions of how 
to live in the UK for new citizens, as 
well as the continued roll-out of biomet- 
ric finger-scanning expected to be effec- 
tive globally by 2008. 

Aiming to tighten the UK’s borders, 
the strategy will also phase out low 
skilled employment routes and allow set- 
tlement only for skilled workers. 

The UK has established 14 risk as- 
sessment units at selected posts over- 
seas to adopt the new strategy. More 
units are expected to become operation- 
al in 2006. 

Over 1,200 peo- 
ple have participated 
in face-to-face sector- 
based and regional- 
ly focused workshops 
across the UK, from 
July 19 - November 
7 last year. 

Sino-UK links 

The five-year 
strategy should lead 
to an extended con- 
sultation with international partners, in- 
cluding China. 

Around 48,000 Chinese students are 
studying in UK, making up 18 percent of 
non-EU students. China sends more stu- 
dents to the UK than any other non-EU 
country. 

Furthermore, 6,470 UK work permits 
were issued to Chinese nationals in 2004. 
Chinese nationals had around 10 percent 
of work permits issued to skilled workers, 
the second highest after India. 

Examples show that application pro- 
cesses have been effectively improved in 
the last five years: student visa applica- 
tions grew by 100 percent between 2001 
and 2004/5, from 12,446 to approximate- 
ly 25,100. 


Living in America (6): 


People who don’t beat you make you stronger 


By Sai Ma 

Last time we talked about 
how to make friends when 
abroad. Equally important is 
how to deal with people from 
other cultures and countries. 

Three and half years ago, I 
was doing a master of public ad- 
ministration degree with about 
100 other students from 27 coun- 
tries. I was very excited to 
find that we were asked to con- 
duct an in-depth case study of 
a local non-profit organization, 
where we would learn first hand 
about that organization’s prob- 
lems, and have a chance to pre- 
scribe concrete solutions. 

However, after the random 
draw, I was a bit worried about 
my team: Roger, a friend from 
Peru, and BJ, an American 
whom I had heard, from several 
sources, was a snob from a rich 


neighborhood in New York City. 

Unfortunately, the whole se- 
mester followed that character- 
ization: before an interview with 
the staff from the organization, 
BJ complained that Roger and 
I didn’t dress well enough; dur- 
ing the interview he talked all 
the time leaving no time for us; 
he went to discuss our case with 
the class instructor, pretending 
only he did the work; and after 
the class he told other American 
students that we were slackers 
who let him do all the work. 
Even more irritating, he sug- 
gested foreign students should 
not be allowed to take such 
classes requiring advanced spo- 
ken English skills. 

But the worst part was that 
he pretended to be the sweetest 
guy you could ever imagine. He 
always greeted us with a big 


shining smile but bad mouthed 
us, behind our backs. 

I was furious when I found 
out BJ was so hypocritical, but 
I reacted in a childish way. Very 
few people liked him, so some 
other students and I came up 
with a bunch of ‘nice names’ 
for him such as ‘Big Jerk’, or 
others not fit to print. Or, we 
purposely laughed as hard as 
possible in a statistics class 
when he asked the professor 
what ( meant. The fight be- 
tween us heated up quickly. 

Life sometimes is more dra- 
matic than movies. On the first 
day of the very last required 
course before I could graduate, I 
found I was ‘luckily’ assigned to 
a team with BJ again! 

Not even hesitating for a sec- 
ond, I stormed into the associat- 
ed dean’s office. I told her what 


happened before and in tears, I 
said there was no way I can put 
up with him. 

To my surprise, the associ- 
ate dean, always so understand- 
ing and agreeable, kindly but 
steadily refused my request to 
switch teams. She said she had 
been aware of BJ’s outrageous 
behavior and had warned him 
about it, but she also wanted me 
to learn how to handle people I 
didn’t like. 

“After all,” she said, “you 
won’t always work with people 
you like.” 

I was quite unhappy but re- 
alized she was right. I didn’t 
handle the situation very well. 
When he didn’t treat us fairly, I 
just ignored him instead of com- 
plaining or arguing with him. 
In Chinese culture, we tend to 
avoid confronting people direct- 


ly, but Americans don’t. I finally 
managed to tell him in person 
how I felt about the way he 
treated me and other foreign 
students, and I told him serious- 
ly that I would fight back this 
time. He looked stunned for a 
couple of seconds, and then said 
awkwardly that he wasn’t aware 
of what he did and I should just 
kick his ass if it happens again. 

The class went smoothly, and 
although we did not become 
friends, I learned to confront 
those negative feelings. Now I’d 
rather solve a problem before a 
situation gets bitter. 

Sai Ma, was born in Beijing. 
Graduated from Beijing Uni- 
versity in 2001. Now She is a 
Ph.D. candidate in Policy Anal- 
ysis in Los Angeles, US. Email: 
saima@prgs. edu 


Migration to the UK: 
five-tier points system 
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Pajeon pancakes in the making 


Travel Tips 

• Round-trip airfare from 
Beijing costs around 2,000 
yuan 

• Gyeongbokgung Palace is 
open daily (closed Tuesday) 
from 9:00am-6:00pm. En- 
trance is 3,000 won, half price 
for children and seniors 
•Yongsusan Imperial Cuisine 
Restaurant + 82 739 5599 

• Subway travel is highly de- 
veloped and will take you to 
all major attractions; fare var- 
ies by distance traveled, start- 
ing at 1,500 won 


Korean imperial architecture borrows heavily 
from Chinese tradition 


A M 1 . * “ 


The ‘Korean Wave’ has washed over Chi- 
na, leaving cultural tidal pools of pop stars 
like Rain and wildly successful TV dramas 
like Da Chang Jin , and a trickling of fash- 
ion copycats, who can be spotted on Bei- 
jing’s streets clad in loose sweaters and 
khakis, silver hoop earrings and boxy horn- 
rimmed glasses. Pilgrimage to the cultural- 
export powerhouse for an authentic taste 
of this unique culinary peninsula, and see 
the heart of the beast. 

Granny-run 

Exceedingly polite, but with social eti- 
quette thankfully nowhere nearly as rigid 
as the Japanese, Seoul’s streets are busy 
and clean. First on your dining agenda is 
indulging in the street food selections found 
everywhere, ranging from standing-street- 
room only, to granny-run, tent-covered fold- 
ing table establishments. Try yakimandu, 
pan-fried dumplings, for around 2,000 won 
for plate of five; they sometimes comes ac- 
companied by a cup of steaming broth - 
this is ‘service’, the Korean name for courte- 
ous freebies that come with your order at 
many restaurants and eateries. 

The best place to stroll and munch is the 
Dongdaemun district, reachable by subway. 
But don’t be fooled by the seaweed wrap, called 
gimbap , you see on carts all over - it’s not nori 
sushi, but rather a much thicker wrap of veg- 
etables and rice. Those buffet sized, foil-lined 
pans of stir-fried rice cakes are called tteokbok- 
ki; those gummy glutinous-rice logs are stewed 
in sauces of varying spiciness. Beware of deep 
red... milder palates should look for odenig - 
hot broth with fishcakes (usually on sticks) 
and not try to compete with the red pepper im- 
mune Korean tongues. 

Weekend visits should include the cap- 
ital’s imperial abode; Gyeongbokgung Pal- 
ace stands in the center of the city, and 
is now inhabited only in the daytime, by 
photogenic costumed guards and photo-op 
friendly princes and their mock entourages. 
The palace is a treasured tourist destina- 
tion, and testimony to the fully rehabilitat- 
ed state of nationalistic pride that currently 
grips Korea; the palace that was destroyed 
and occupied by Japanese occupation in the 
mid-20th century was fully restored and 
rebuilt in the during the 1990s. Named 
‘Gyeongbok’ or ‘Shining Happiness’, it was 


Don’t be fooled by the sophisticatedly 
tiny portions, we could hardly finish our 
desert of ddok - sweet rice cakes with red 
bean paste served with delicious ‘nostalgic’ 
persimmon punch. 

Korean family style restaurants generally 
specialize in one type of food, like the se- 
ollongtang joints serving a slow boiled beef 
bone soup served with sliced beef, noodles, rice 
and scallions that is eaten with generous por- 
tion of homemade dakgugi radish and cabbage 
kimchi... or kalbi barbeque houses, where the 
prime cut beef is cooked on hot plates at your 
table then wrapped in fresh lettuce leaves and 
usually paired with toenjangchigae - soybean 
paste soup with tofu, zucchini, hot peppers, 
onion and potato. It’s easy browsing in lively 
Shinchon university district for eateries that 
suit your tastes and atmospheric needs. 
Atmosphere 

Seoul’s unique nightlife atmosphere is in- 
carnated in wacky themed bars and cafes; 
marvel at the incredible detail with which 
these trendy hangouts are conceived and fur- 
nished. The Shinchon district provides an end- 
less bounty for wandering bar hoppers and 
fans of soju - Korean rice wine. Stumbled 
into the magic mushroom themed (perhaps in- 
spired) Mu Bar, where the soju comes in col- 
ored, fruity flavors, the ceilings are magical 
rivers of DIY engineering genius, and the bath- 
rooms prove even more magical delights... 

The Princess Bar was every alcoholic teen- 
age-girl’s dream: canopy beds to sit languish 
under and tiffany lamps on every table. A 
vanity table is piled with cosmetics and nail- 
paints, and gold lacquer do-dads are every- 
where, littered among the armies of ceramic 
figurines and pearl embellishments. To our 
non-gender discriminating surprise, the place 
was a popular place for macho men as well. 

Even if the Korean nationalistic/ethnic 
pride will burn you like a fiery hot mouthful 
of kimchi, remember that according to the 
peninsula’s natives, that spice keeps away 
those nasty airborne diseases like SARS 
and avian flu. Making it to Seoul for a long, 
indulgent weekend is probably just any kal- 
bi house fan in Beijing should start saving 
for. For if you believed that all East Asian 
capitals look and feel the same, you obvi- 
ously haven’t learned to look, or taste, past 
your nose. 


By An Jing 

O n any weekend day, Seoul’s 
student population migrates 
in groups, clad in the req- 
uisite beige Burberry plaid, 
ponytails pulled through 
baseball caps, and floppy shoes to the 
nearest hof pub. They fill diners serving 
bulgogi beef, pajeon pancakes of scallion 
and seafood, and drink chilled milky 
rice wine, they debate politely, taking 
turns to speak, and listening attentive- 
ly while others are speaking. They are 
living testimony to the refined and the 
communal nature of south Korean so- 
ciety, and they are only one small fac- 
tion of Seoul’s bustling nightlife, whose 
bounty of dining options and painless 
daytime outings make it an ideal week- 
end escape from Beijing. 

Reasons why not to take a long week- 
end in south Korea’s capital are disap- 
pearing as quickly as the digestive fluids 
in this writer’s belly are churning at the 
thought of the mouthwatering mountains 
of spicy kimchi , lean cuts of kalbi beef 
char-grilled on your table and that Kore- 
an comfort food bibimbap getting crispy 
in a stone bowl. 


originally built in 1395 as a tribute to the 
permanent happiness and prosperity of Ko- 
rea’s kings, their children and the people. 

The sympathy of the Korean kings for 
their people is evident in Hanjeonoshik - 
Royal Court cuisine - as well. It seems 
that delicate servings, lavish surroundings 
are the only thing distinguishing it from 
the tasty grub you can find on offer all over 
Seoul. 

Private rooms 

Try stunning Yongsusan Imperial Cui- 
sine restaurant, a quaint and pleasant ten- 
minute walk north of Gyeongbokgung Palace. 
Make dinner reservations for an after-palace 
meal to sit on the floor in cozy private rooms 
and watch the finely tuned wait staff orches- 
trate for you a meal in more tiny ceramic 
dishes than your cabinets could ever provide. 
Our set menus included cold, vinegary jelly- 
fish and other pickles, and oysters on the half 
shell, whose fresh ocean blast we balanced 
with a sweet raspberry wine. In tune with 
mere commoners’ supper table was the deli- 
cious bulgogi - thinly sliced sweet marinated 
beef - and chongeol - mushroom stew - and 
fill up on nudungji - burnt rice soup - featur- 
ing that coveted, most crisp-crunchedy deli- 
cious part of any stone bowl bibimbap. 
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